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Ballade of Yule 
By Clinton Scollard 


"ER wan wide wastes of snow, 
O Where erstwhile danced the spring, 
Where, ’neath the summer’s glow, 
Was radiant blossoming, 
Where autumn joyed to fling 
Its pride o’er park and pool, 
With rapture in your ring, 
Peal, O ye bells of Yule! 


What though the gaunt boughs show 
No leaf, and no birds sing 
Their lyrics loud or low, 
Passing on buoyant wing ; 
What though the night-winds sting, 
And noon glints bitter cool, 
Fond recompense ye bring ; 
Peal, O ye bells of Yule! 


Backward our fleet thoughts go 
Down years that crowd and cling, 
Across the gray sea’s flow, 
To One who more than king 
In might of triumphing 
Has quelled despair and dule ; 
In dear remembrancing 
Peal, O ye bells of Yule ! 
ENVOY 
Prince, ’midst our warfaring 
Bid peace on earth to rule! 
While joy-songs swell and sing, 
Peal, O ye bells of Yule! 
Cuinton, N. Y. . 
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The Christmas Life 

Bethlehem did not witness the birth of a new life 
into the world ; it was only a new manifestation. of 
the Life that had made the world. ‘‘ Your father Abra- 
ham rejoiced to see my day; and he saw it, and was 
glad. . . . Before Abraham was born, I am,’’ said the 
Christ whose birthday the world honors itself in hon- 
oring. But only in the earthly life of Jesus Christ 





has the world ever seen a life lived as God meant life 
should be lived. And that life was what it was be- 
cause it was yielded absolutely to love and to service. 


Sin is self-seryice,—or so the Devil blinds us into 
thinking. Therefore sin was not of Christ, for self 
had no place in Christ's life. Spending self be- 
cause of love for others—that marked the life and 
death of the Christ of Bethlehem, and that is the 
Christmas spirit to-day. It need not be left to Christ- 


mas Day alone. 
a 


What Is It to be Saved? 

Salvation for future life only is not the salvation 
that Christ offers. Things that are all in the future 
are not very potent factors in either our future or our 
present. If salvation is worth anything at all, its 
worth is of to-day as well as of the next world. The 
urging of this truth may reach persons to whom the 
question of future blessedness or punishment has no 
interest. For every one is interested in getting the 
most out of present life. And the man does not live 
who is satisfied with his own way of living this present 
life. Therefore an offer of more strength, more power, 
more joy in meeting and conquering this present life 
finds an answer in every heart to-day. This is Christ's 
offer. ‘‘I came that they may have life, and may 
have it abundantly.’’ To accept this offer means to 
accept Jesus Christ as Saviour and to enter wholly 
upon his service. That alone is salvation. 


ax 
How to Lead 


No one can lead who does not know those whom 
he would lead. And to know them he must follow 
them, —follow their likes, their interests, their lives, 
until he has learned how to meet them on common 
ground. Then only will he have their confidence, 
and without confidence there is no_ leadership. 
Whether parent, teacher, or pastor, all must recog- 
nize this order. Driving can be done with a whip ; 
leadership is at its best when its drawing power is 
love. ‘* Whosoever would become great among you, 


shall be your minister ; and whosoever would be first 
among you, shall be servant of all.’’ 


x 
The Daily Training 


Other things being equal, it is usually better to 
do a hard thing than an easy one. There are plenty 
of tasks waiting for attention every day; few of us 
are troubled by lack of something to do. But most 
of us are content to keep busy over the less difficult 
tasks, persuading ourselves that because we are not 
idle, we are doing all that can be expected of us. 
The more difficult duties are pushed aside, and de- 
ferred, and day after day opportunities for character- 
training are lost. Those who grow stronger and 
abler in life’s race, forging ahead of the rest, are those 
who are steeling themselves to take the harder task 
every time there is a choice. That is sound advice, 
credited to Professor James of Harvard: +‘ Every day 
of your life do something that you know you ought te 
do and that you don’t want to do.’’ It is Spartan train- 
ing, but it makes for character, here and hereafter. 


x 
Courting Failure 


Self-gratulation means loss of equilibrium, and 
that means a fall. No man can safely take pride in 
his moral achievements, for no man ever made any 
moral achievements in his own strength. Many a 
man can look back over a long record of miracles 
whereby God kept him true and clean and upriglit ; 
but God alone was responsible. When such a man 
begins to feel that he is getting beyond the ordinary 
temptations of mankind, then the most ordinary temp- 
tation of mankind is getting its clutches deep into 
him. No truer word of warning sounds through the 
ages than the homely, oft-repeated old cry : ‘‘ Let him 
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.’’ 
Conscious insecurity is man’s greatest strength—if it 
drives him back upon Omnipotence. 


~ 


How the Master Deals With Doubters 


O OTHER loss possible to a human life is so 
deep, so poignant, so desolating, as the losing 
sight of God's face in the darkness, the fading 

out of faith in the unseen world, in the divine Father- 
hood, in the eternal goodness, in the immortal life. 
One of the strangest experiences in the story of John 
the Baptist is his doubt of the Messiahship of Jesus. 
There are many good men who, in certain experiences, 
have like questionings, Again and again, after great 
sorrow, Christian people are found doubting. In 
some cases it takes this form, ‘‘Surely God is not the 
God of love I have been taught that he is, or he 
would not have darkened my life as he has done."’ 
In other cases the feeling voices itself thus, «‘God 
must be punishing me for sins I have committed, or 
he is displeased with me for my failures in duty.’ 
Or the person feels that God has failed in his prom- 
ises. ‘*I have cried to him, but he is silent to 
me. He does net regard my distress. He has for- 
gotten me.’’ 

We are taught that the note of joy should never 
cease to be heard in the Christian’s life. That is in- 
deed the way Christ would have us live. Yet we 
remember that even Christ himself, in the terrible 
darkness of the cross, for some moments at least 
seems to have lost the consciousness of the divine 
presence, when he cried, ‘‘My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?'’ One writer says he almost 
wishes the evangelist had forgotten to put down this 
cry of Jesus on his cross.. But we may be glad he 
did record it, for if ever we have such an experience 





of our own, we shall know that it is not a mark of 
desertion. 


He said ‘‘ Forsaken.’’ Then doubt is not sin. 
But ’tis to stand in the night, and within 
Feel, for a while, as if day could not win. 


In our Lord's cry on the cross he had not lost faith, 
for his cry still was, ‘*‘My God, my God."’ If he 
could not see his Father, he knew he was there. 


His cure was this—to hold fast through the night, 
Though bowed and blind with the dust of the fight. 
God ; God as ‘* my God,’’ unseen, but my right. 

It is profitable to study how Jesus dealt with his 
friend's doubt. He did not offer any explanation. He 
did not even send any message of sympathy. John 
was suffering in prison, and one would expect that 
Jesus would have sent a message of comfort to him. 
There is great power in words of encouragement 
when one is carrying a heavy load, or passing through 
a fierce struggle, or is in danger of fainting. But no 
such word did Jesus send to John. He knew best 
how to deal with his friend's experience. Perhaps a 
tender message might have unmanned the noble 
hero, Perhaps commendation might have made him 
less able to endure the solitude of his dungeon. 
Christ wants to make us brave, true, and strong. He 
does not pamper us. Some of us are pampered too 
much. Some people almost live on compliments 
and flatteries, They have become so used to being 
praised for everything they do that if praise is not 
given them they fret and repine. They are like chil- 
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dren who have always been paid for being good, for 
getting their lessons, for doing home tasks, and for 
keeping sweet, and who, if pay is not given, sulk and 
do nothing they should do. Reward is right and 
sweet, but to work only for reward is one of the 
lowest forms of selfishness. ° 

There are some people who want always to be sym- 
pathized with, and who are hurt when a friend fails to 
say at every complaint they utter, ‘‘I am very sorry 
for you.’” Nocraving is more unwholesome than 
this for pity. It indicates unmanly weakness, selfish- 
ness of a most unworthy kind. We do others great 
harm when we humor such demands, such longings 
in them. We should seek to make our friends seif- 
reliant, instead of encouraging their infirmities, their 
self-pity. There is a duty of sympathy, but sympa- 
thy must never be enervating. If you are in sorrow, 
and one comes to offer consolation, he must leave you 
more able to endure your sorrow, or his coming has 
done you harm instead of good. The effect of too 
much that is called comforting is to make the grief 
seem greater and to make the heart less able to bear 
its load. But not thus did Jesus comfort John. The 
effect of the message he sent was to quiet and reassure 
him, to give him new confidence, and then to enable 
him to endure his prison courageously and victori- 
ously to the end, Jesus wanted John to trust him 
without any explanation, without understanding, and 
without a word of commendation or sympathy. He 
did not make it a whit easier for John. He treated 
him as a hero, and a hero John proved. 

There are three things we may be sure of. One is, 
that our Master is patient with us when we find it 
hard to believe. It is not always so with our human 
friends, Some of them are impatient with any ques- 
tion implying uncertainty of belief. There are good 
men who resent even the most honest doubt in others 
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as if it were a grievous sin. But Jesus never treats 
our difficulties in believing in this way. We may 
tell him just what it is we cannot understand, and 
why it is we cannot quite believe, and he will listen 
to us patiently, explain the hard things, and teach us 
faith. We may never be afraid to bring to him any 
doubt or question we have, 

Another thing to remember is that while Christ is 
very patient with honest doubt, and deals with us 
most gently, yet we rob ourselves of untold joy and 
blessing when we give way to questionings. Doubts 
are clouds in the sky which hide the blue and shut 
out the stars. They obscure God's face, and make 
earth’s night unspeakably dark. They spoil all life's 
beauty, dim its glory, and embitter its joy. Faith is 
infinitely better than doubt. It shows us the glory of 
heaven; it makes all human blessing richer; it 
makes life a song and a triumph. 

Then we should always remember, too, that doubt 
never is necessary. It was not necessary in John’s 
case. All was right with the world. Nothing was 
going wrong with the Messiahship of Jesus. Nothing 
was really going wrong with John’s own circumstances. 
They were very hard, it is true, but John was fulfill- 
ing his mission. If he could have seen all things as 
they appeared from God's throne, his doubt would 
have become joyous faith, There are painful things 
in every life, sometime, somewhere. We see only 
one side of the experience ; or we read the serial 
story only part way through, not waiting for the final 
chapters, and at certain points we begin to doubt 
God's goodness and love. We need only to wait a 
little longer, and we shall see the beauty. Here is 
where faith comes in, It has such confidence in the 
power, the wisdom, and the love of God, that no matter 
how things seem, it trusts and sings. We should seek 
to lose all our doubts in the great joy of believing. 
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How Are We Saved? 


There is many a precious truth in the Bible 
which is quoted thoughtlessly and unintelligently. It 
is always worth while to ask ourselves whether we 
understand what we quote from that Book. A Cali- 
fornia reader has this thought in mind when he writes 
in protest the following letter : 


A few weeks ago I was at a Sunday-school anniversary where 
exercises were arranged in the form of questions by the super- 
intendent. and answers by the pastor, who sat in the body of 
the church. Among them was, ‘‘ How are we saved ?'"’ and 
the answer came back in the same words you used in ‘' The 
Lesson Pilot,''—'' The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin.’" It seemed to me a very poor way of teach- 
ing, unintelligible to any one not thoroughly versed in doc- 
trine, perplexing to most children,—if, indeed, they think at 
all,—and of no SgniScance as it stands alone. I am close on 
to threescore and ten, and never knew the time when I was 
not in Sunday-school and church, but if asked to say to an 
inquirer what you mean by the use of that phrase in that con- 
nection, I should have to decline to answer. Is there any 
practical answer to such a question? Is it a question at all for 
ordinary men and women, or for children ? nder conviction 
of sin (an altogether too uncommon experience nopedog™. 
what would this direction signify to an inquirer? My idea is 
that teaching should be in such terms as to be available, and 
I do not remember ever to have said a word in opposition to 
the teaching of The Sunday School Times. But as I meet 
sometimes this sort of teaching, as I did in the incident first 
mentioned, I would like to know just what you would if 
called upon for a definition, or whether it stands for anything 
with you as a final direction. 


The profound truth suggested in the statement that 
*«the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin'’ would not be likely to be intelligible to one 
who had never heard of Jesus, or of his crucifixion, or 
of his Sonship. But most children and grown persons 
in Sunday-school and church to-day know of these 
great facts in the history of the Kingdom. And the 
meaning of that inspired statement can be made sim- 
ple and clear to a little child. Blood stands for life. 
We have all sinned ; no one who ever lived is able to 
do right in his own strength alone. Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, who never sinned, loves us so much that 
he was willing to come from heaven to earth to live 
as a man, in order to teach men how to live aright 
But he was hated and killed, and his blood, or life, 
was poured out. That blood of the Son of God, shed 
because of his love for us, stands for the eternal life 
that he wants us to have. Though we have sinned, yet 
if we let his life come into our life, if we ask him to 
conquer our sins for us, if we give ourselves to him 
absolutely, that sinless life of his will be more than a 
match for our sins ; it will be as though we were washed 
and cleansed in his blood, which is his life. ‘*The 


blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all 
sin.’’ Need this be perplexing or unintelligible ? 


x 
Should This Position Be Held? 


Last week some ‘‘practical’’ objections to doing 
right were considered in this ‘‘Open Letter’’ depart- 
ment. This week a letter is before the readers of 
The Sunday School Times that presents a problem of 
this sort which is thoroughly practical, yet which is 
none the less possible of right solution. It comes 
from a young business woman in the middle west, 
who writes : 


I am a young lady of twenty-eight years, and for five years 
have held a position of trust in a mail order house, where I 
receive a salary of twenty dollars per week. While the busi- 
ness may be called legitimate, or it could not exist under 
United States mail laws, it is not honest, and extorts money 
from poor people under false pretenses. Having a position of 
trust, I am obliged to endorse the business, and in correspond- 
ence write many things which I know to be untrue. 

This has never worried me until very recently, when I be- 
came a Christian. You would naturally ask why I do not 
secure another position ; but I know of no other work to which 
I am adapted, inasmuch as nothing but skilled labor counts in 
a city. I cannot keep books, never learned shorthand, and, if 
I did, could not use it, as | am very hard of hearing. In fact, 
I could not have kept this position so long if I had not been 
especially adapted to the work, and my infirmity would pre- 
vent me from ae many positions. You will readily ap- 
preciate the fact that | am too old to learn a trade, and if I 
were not, I could not afford it. 

To complicate matters, I have a mother and invalid sister to 
support, to whom I am devoted, and am only too glad to help 
them. To leave this position would entail suffering on them. 
To keep it involves a moral question which I cannot decide for 
myself. I am only a beginner in the Christian life. Do you 
think prayers are answered to such an extent that, if I were to 

ray chat if it were not right that I should keep this place the 
ord would bring about a change for-me, I could expect an 
answer to such a prayer? Or should we simply pray for the 
grace to bear our trials and to withstand temptation? These 
questions are asked in good faith, for the subject is one that I 
am giving much thought to, for I do not know. Some might 
argue that I am merely acting for my employers, and there- 
fore not responsible, but I cannot see it that way. 


No employer is responsible for an employee's 
conscious wrong-doing. This business woman's con- 
victions and high standards have made it perfectly 
clear to her that to retain her present position means 
to continue in conscious wrong-doing. The only 
immediate alternative seems to be loss of employment 
and lack of support for a dependent mother and 
invalid sister. So the real question that faces this 
conscientious Christian disciple would seem to be- 
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Is the Heavenly Father able and willing to take care 
of my mother and my sister and myself if I leave a 
business of which I cannot approve? There is no 
doubt in the young woman's mind as to the answer 
to that question ; her only uncertainty is, how is God 
going to do it? And that uncertainty is not going to 
be removed until she gives the Father the opportunity 
of showing how. She has no right to ask God to 
‘‘bring about a change’’ until she herself has first 
brought about a change. It is not necessary for her 
to pray: ‘*If it were not right that I should keep this 
place,’’ for she is no longer in any doubt on that 
point. Nor has she or any other child of God the 
right to pray : ‘‘Show me first what you are going to 
do for me, and then I will trust you.'’ This sorely 
tried disciple can rest utterly upon one assurance : 
that when she follows her highest standard of right in 
helpless dependence upon the Father, that Father 
will care for her and her dear ones. To do this calls 
for heroic faith ; more faith than any one has but by 
the Father's strength. But there is no doubt as to his 
power and his love. His resources are more depend- 
able than a seemingly ‘‘assured income.’’ He has a 
rich blessing in store for that child of his. He loves 
her more than she knows. May she let him prove 
his love for her ! 





Marion Lawrance’s Question Box 
will be found this week on page 730. 











Method in Bible Study 


When one person has found and tested a method 
of preparation for Bible teaching that proves to be 
helpful, others are likely to find help in that same 
method. ‘The best methods are those that are worked 
out in the actual process of study and teaching, such 
as that described in the following letter from a worker 
in Nebraska : 


In reading the article ‘‘Queries about the Lesson Pilot"’ 
found in Notes on Open Letters, some thoughts came to mind 
which I will express as a suggestion to those who may have 
the same trouble in studying The Sunday School Times that I 
used to have. When this valuable paper first came to me, I 
found too much in it; I hadn't time to cull from so many 
writers. Now I couldn’t begin to do without it. 

In the first place, I wouldn't think of sitting down to read 
The Sunday School Times without a lead pencil, any more 
than without my glasses. Then I take my Bible and read up 
all the verses between the last lesson and the present one, and 
have it ready to look up references. I read carefully The Les- 
son Pilot ; when I come to expressions which I want to look 
at again, I draw one perpendicular line in the margin ; if it is 
especially impressive, I draw two lines; if it is some point 
which I wish to bring.before the class particularly, I under- 
score every line which | wish to impress ; if a question I'd like 
to ask, I draw a horizontal line in the margin ; if a matter that 
I want to inquire into, I indicate it by an interrogation point. 
I mark this way through all the notes. In Dr. McLaren's 
beautiful essays, and others where the verses are not marked, 
I mark the verse on which the notes or comments are given. 

I generally do this on Sunday afternoon; then during the 
week I simply take my Bible and read the lesson, and note 
the markings which I have made, and prepare the questions 
for the class accordingly. And I have to prepare questions 
very carefully, or my class of gray-headed men and women, 
some of them officers in the church, would get to arguing so 
that they would forget the main points in the lesson. 

Please state in your Notes on Open Letters if you think it a 
good plan to make practical lessons for our every-day life in 
every Sunday-school lesson, or whether to spend much time 
on history and biography. 


One of the strongest points in this teacher's careful 
preparation is the starting on Sunday afternoon upon 
the preparation of the following Sunday's lesson. 
Any teacher who will do that, and continue with only 
a few minutes’ daily study through the week, is bound 
to have a preparation that ‘‘cramming”’ at the last 
minute cannot give. For, with the daily plan, every 
experience in life and prayer and temptation and trial 
and victory is made to contribute, and is given a place 
in relation to the lesson teachings. Those who try it 
are not likely to go back to the hurried, unsatisfactory 
Saturday-night or Sunday-morning preparation. 

No lesson is of its greatest value unless its bearing 
on every-day life is realized. That bearing on every- 
day life cannot be intelligently understood or applied 
without a clear understanding of the biography and 
history of the lesson. Therefore both phases of 
teaching are important. And the ‘‘application’’ of a 
lesson is often better enforced by a careful presentation 
of the historical and biographical facts, than by ser- 
monizing. Some stories speak for themselves; a 
verbal ‘‘application’’ may be unnecessary, or may 
even detract from their force. In other cases it is 
desirable to en.arge upon the application to present- 
day life in detail. But let us hold ourselves rigidly to 
one truth: we have no right to claim that we under- 
stand the underlying truth in any lesson until we have 
mastered its history and biography, and in this mastery 
we must give ou. classes the privilege of sharing. 
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“Let Thine Eyes Be On the Field” 














Does it Pay to Organize ? 


Six thousand square miles,—yes, nearly seven thousand, 
—and only three Sunday-schools for the whole territory ! 
This was the state of things when General Secretary Or- 
chard of North Dakota planned for a convention that 
would. embrace the three schools in three counties. 

Said one of the pastors: ‘* It is impossible, Mr. Orchard. 
It can’t be done. It’s no use trying.’? And verily it 
looked that way, but, remembering the Word, which said 
‘* All things are possible with God,’’ we went forward. 

It was not long ere we were greatly encouraged, and 
soon there was a *‘sound of a going in the tops of the 
mulberry trees,’’ for a convention was called of the three 
schools in a tri-county gathering with interest that said, 
We ‘can do all things in him that strengtheneth,’’ and by 
faith the victory was won. ; 

If one may be pardoned for using the word ‘‘ intense ’’ 
to describe the feeling of this meeting, we will do so, for it 
more than anything else expresses the pent-up feelings of 
those who gathered for their first convention. 

The schools were isolated, their work was very crude, 
their ideas of a convention as vague as the misty shadows ; 
nevertheless the after results may be termed intensive and 
extensive, so blessed were they to that part of the state. 

At that first meeting was a burly, good-natured, whole- 
souled farmer, rancher, local preacher, or anything else 
that would help to make things better, He listened, he 
pondered, he prayed, and, as the power and possibilities 
for the youth of his great region opened before him, he 
was stirred to the depths, his heart became enthused, his 
brain caught fire, his vision of Jesus Christ for this new 
region became real. Then, too, he heard of Denver and the 
convention to be held there the next year, and he said, 
** Not only the best we can, but nothing but the very best, 
for North Dakota !’’ 

A year passed away. A second convention, with but 
the three Sunday-schools in the three counties, but they 
were all there, and so was our farmer. This time he was 
no longer silent. His lips were opened, his faith enlarged, 
his vision strengthened. In the election of the officers he 
was made president of the Tri-County Sunday-school Con- 
vention. Then came the nomiration of a delegate to rep- 
resent them at Denver, Our burly farmer was nominated, 
and he went. 

Now he could scarce contain himself. The inspiration, 
the determination, the bigness of the whole thing, with the 
intense earnestness and business-like methods, led him on 
and on until, when the pledges for the enlarged wark were 
taken up, our farmer-rancher pledged $150 to the Inter- 
national work. 

Coming home, ‘*‘he marched round about the walls of 
his greater Jericho,’’ and said, ‘‘It can be done, it must 
be done,’’ and the territory covering more space than twice 
that of Delaware, with room to throw two Rhode Islands 
in, was mapped out, visited, stirred, enthused, until this 
May, when the general secretary returned for the annual 
county convention, he learned with delight that this same 
territory had made an increase of thirty schools, and that 
the convention was entertained in a town of three hun- 
dred people that ten months since had not a single person 
in it, nor was there even a single sod turned to locate a city. 
—Fargo, North Dakota. 
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Winning the Denominations 


Association Sunday-school work is dependent for its 
success upon the co-operation of Christians of various de- 
nominations in communities, counties, states, and nations. 
The great success of the past has been largely due to the 
large-mindedness of a few men in all churches who com- 
ateany er the mutual obligations and opportunities of this 
arge ‘* church of Christ.’’ 

Sectarianism is in the way of co-operative Christianity in 
this larger sense, and as sectarianism is based upon preju- 
dice, and prejudice upon ignorance, the first step in bring- 
ing about co-operative Christianity is the dissemination of 
knowledge. 

The preachers are the class to begin with. Just because 
a preacher is intensely denominational, loyal to his church 
at all times, studying her interests continually, he some- 
times narrows his vision until all else has faded out, and 
the church is the one to which he belongs. Call on this 
preacher in his study, and talk over the larger interests of 
Christianity ; visit the church court of which he is a mem- 
ber, and, by invitation of the body, address him and all 
others on the importance of this work. Call on the editor 
of his church paper, which he reads and believes (adver- 
tisements and all), and have an article describing and 
endorsing the work inserted for his benefit. Work up a 
successful convention in the county or district in which his 
church is situated, and make it a blessing to his church. 
Invite him to be present, and when he comes, give him a 








good seat where he will hear and see with profit to himself 
and the work. : 

By the time you have secured his co-operation, you will 
find his church ready to follow. : 

Co-operative Christianity has already accomplished great 
good along evangélistic lines‘ in union meetings ; along 
temperance lines in’ securing sobriety and the enforcement 
of law. But it is destined to accomplish its greatest work in 
** Association ’? Sunday-school work, because this is a 
preventive measure using normal means in evangelism, 
temperance, and character building. 

A Scripture lesson that will take on new meaning when 
read and interpreted from the standpoint of interdenomina- 
tionalism is Ephesians 4: 1-16. Do not be afraid to pause 
and comment upon it. 

The writer was once upon the program of a county con- 
vention. Going early to the church, which was Baptist, 
he saw a small blackboard on which verses 4, 5, and 6 
were displayed. His place on the program was to lead a 
devotional service for twenty minutes. The blackboard 
furnished the theme. Setting the board in plain view, he 
pointed to it. ‘* This is a Baptist church, and I presume 
these words were placed there by a Baptist, and he saw 
and understood them from a Baptist standpoint ; but, be- 
longing to another church, and educated in a different 
way, I cannot see them as he does. Our president differs 
with both of us, and sees them with a third interpretation ; 
our secretary a fourth,’’ and so he proceeded until nine de- 
nominations in the audience were pointed out. ‘* But I 
recall the fact that when the apostle Paul wrote them, 
their various divisions did not exist. What then must they 
have meant from his standpoint and that of the church of 
Ephesus to whom he wrote? Let us try and find that 
standpoint, and we will be together; and even if we can- 
not wholly do so, we will be more charitable for one an- 
other.’’ This line of thought has been used again with 
great success. 

Let us look for a moment at some of the principles 
which underlie successful co-operative Christianity : 


I. Denominational Loyalty 


Lay this down as the foundation-stone, and stress it 
vigorously, for I have yet to see a single association worker 
who was successful who was not also intensely loyal to the 
church of his choice. Let him show by precept and ex- 
ample that association work is not at the expense of dis- 
loyalty to one’s own, but that it strengthens and builds up 
the denomination from without. ‘*The heart grows by 
giving and not by getting,’’ and a church grows the same 
way. The association worker must ‘* be always ready 
[not in a controversial nor an offensive way] to give a rea- 
son for the faith that is in him,’’ and he must at all times 
encourage others to be true to their churches and Sunday- 
schools, 


II. Mutual Respect 


With denominational loyalty as a basal stone in associa- 
tion work, we are ready to urge upon the Christian the 
obligations of the larger church of which his denomination 
is but a part. Every church has two sides,—the inside, 
which is my side, and the outside, which is my neighbor’s 
side. ‘* What does he think about my church?’’ can 
largely be answered by ‘* What do I think about his ?’’ 
and both of these answers will depend upon one’s knowl- 
edge of the other. Study the different denominations ; 
compare, contrast ; notice how they differ in doctrine, in 
government, in policy, and the knowledge will be a revela- 
tion and a benediction. You will find the differences few, 
and the points of contact many, 

Out of the knowledge will grow tolerance, then respect, 
then sympathy, then co-operative Christianity. 


Ill. An Adequate Cause 


The third principle that underlies associction work is the 
great cause in which all are interested. So great is this 
cause that churches, preachers, and people have co-operated 
for, the sake of what the Sunday-school stands for. 

Make an appeal in behalf of the child. Show how asso- 
ciation work endeavors to teach and help the child ; how 
it stands for Bible study in the home, for better work in 
the school, the church, and the community, in behalf of 
the child. 

Call attention to the many improvements introduced by 
this method of work, and last but not least, point out the 
only ‘tie that binds ’’ the Christian world together, the 
International Lesson system. Impress the greatness of 
this work by placing its officers, teachers, and pupils side 
by side, until they make a line four and one-half times 
around this globe,—the most gigantic army the world has 
ever known ! 

There may be a few preachers, superintendents, teachers, 
and others who will withstand all these appeals, ignore all 
these facts, and close their eyes to the great work. Bear 
patiently with them. ‘‘ It is appointed unto men once to 
die,’ and in a few short years their places will be filled 








by others, and it is your business to see that these ‘* oth- 
ers’’ are not like them. Get hold of the children, and 
‘*bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.” 

Last, but not least, do not forget that God is on your 


side. He who once brought order out of chaos in mate- 
rial things will do it in spiritual things. Christ is on’ your 
side. He prayed that we might be one, even as he and 
the Father are one. The Holy Spirit will help, for he 
came to perfect the plan of salvation, and apply it to the 
hearts of all men,—and sectarianism and strife are in the 
way.— The Rev. George O. Bachman, Nashville, Tenn. 


% 


Queries for Machinists 


The set of seventeen ‘* Round-Table ’’ questions gotten 
out recently by the New York Sunday-school Association is 
an ingenious one, and pertains to Sunday-school machinery. 
They are an interesting lot, and the answering of some or 
all should do much for clogged wheels and out-of-gear 
Sunday-school machinery. 


1. What is Sunday-school machinery ? 

2. What is the necessity for it ? 

3. What are some of the dangers connected with it? 

4. Why not altogether dispense with it? 

5. Who is the chief engineer for the Sunday-school ma- 
chinery ? 

6. Who is the consulting engineer ? 

7. Who are the other engineers of a Bible-school ? 

8. What should be their relation to the chief engineer? 

9. What should be their relation to one another ? 
. How may this relationship be maintained ? 
tr. Whence should come the power for the machinery ? 
How shall the connection with this power be made ? 
How may the connection be broken ? 
How may the machinery be kept oiled ? 
How may we avoid “ the clang of the machinery *’ ? 
. What is to be done when the machinery breaks down? 
. What is the ‘‘ scrap-pile "* ? 


* 
Eastern States, Look to Your Laurels! 


Unless some of our strong eastern and central states are 
alert, Colorado will soon be in the front rank, f6r her 
Association work is progressing rapidly. A new impetus 
came with the International Convention and Summer 
School, held in Denver two years ago. No wonder it 
continues, for, in a quiet way, the state superintendent, the 
Rev. John C, Carman, together with Mrs, J. A. Walker, 
the faithful and beloved primary superintendent, assisted 
by various members of the executive committee and others, 
have made two visits during the year into é¢ach of the 
thirty-two organized counties, holding conventions and 
institutes. A high standard has been set before the coun- 
ties, and no part of the state program was more interesting 
than the recognition of the large number who were in the 
front line, some of them newly-organized counties within 
the past year. Distances are great in Colorado, and there 
are mountains to be crossed; yet at the convention in 
Rocky Ford, in one corner of the state, where railroad 
connections and hours were not very convenient, there 
were present two hundred and seven delegates from outside 
places, and an audience of a thousand the second evening. 
** Colorado for Christ ’’ is the motto of their song, prayer, 
and endeavor.—J/rs. Mary Foster Bryner, Peoria, lil, 


Have a Convention Book Table 


While the ‘*‘ Book Table ’’ at the larger conventions is 
no novelty, the simplicity of the plan ought to make it 
find favor with the smaller gatherings. A New Hamp- 
shire field worker has found the plan sueh an acquisition to 
county conventions that he has written as follows : 

‘*We have been making much of the Book Table in 
county conventions lately. Our New Hampshire Bible 
Society supplies us liberally with the most attractive edi- 
tions of the Book—Oxford, International, Bagster, Holman, 
Nelson—at cost, and we secure from the publishers as full 
aline as we can of the best books for workers, such as 
Mr. Lawrance has listed as specially desirable. The atten- 
tion given to the display has been very satisfactory. It is 
gratifying to us that the expert worker, speaking on our 
convention platform, can say, ‘ You will find this book on 
the Book Table in the vestibule.’ This was said repeatedly 
at our last county convention. The sales have been very 
good, and many have examined the books and become in- 
terested in what they can secure when purse permits, 

** In addition to the books, we have invited displays from 
publishers of Sunday-school supplies, and have been treated 
very liberally in response.’’ 
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Christmas in the Fatherland 


By Patterson Du Bois 


ORE than a score of years ago, 

when I wanted to renew my earlier 

Py study of German, I secured the ser- 

vices of a young Heidelberg gradu- 

ate. Disappointed in love, he 

sought refuge from his troubles by 

crossing the sea and landing here 

with little or no money in his 

pocket, very little English on his 

tongue, but with the love songs of 

Heine and the memories of dear 

Fatherland in his romantic soul. He had taken up 

his lonely abode in a barren garret in the heart of 
the city. 

One evening just at the close of the year he pressed 
me to visit him, adding cheerily, ‘‘1 want you to see 
my Christmas tree.'’ 

With some betrayal of surprise, perhaps, I ex- 
claimed, ‘‘ Have you a Christmas tree?'"’ 

He immediately sobered with a counter-astonish- 
ment at my question, and replied, ‘‘Certainly.’’ 
Then, in his stammering compound of German and 
English, he described his little Zannendaum and its 
humble decorations, and said with emphasis, ‘I 
could not live without that.’’ 

Was this Heidelberg scholar a child to be tickled 
with gewgaws? No, for the Christmas tree in Ger- 
many is not mere child's play. It carries a meaning out 
of a long, long past, which even in a rationalistic age 
remains the Church's brightest symbol and the family’s 
holiest tryst. When Christianity began to push out 
heathenism in North Germany, then the Yule (or De- 
cember) feast began to take on a Christian meaning. 
The tree remained, but with a new significance. 

It was the North German tribes that baffled the 
conquering might of ancient Rome, and that later 
gave Charlemagne a deal of trouble. Let us cross the 
ancient stamping-ground between the Rhine and the 
Elbe, Here we are in old Lower Saxony, one of 
the most interesting sections of Teutonic Europe. 
Pull up at the fine old-new city of Hanover, the home 
of the English Georges. 

Here is a happy combination of ancient and mod- 
ern, a rare blending of past and present, an old-fash- 
ioned naiveté touched off with a frill of up-to-dateness, 
a wide-awake city not ashamed of revery. The Ameri- 
can purse has not ruined its economic scale. It is a 
good ‘‘homey’’ place to settle for the winter. 
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So we found it. As the sixth day of December ap- 
proached, the children were in hilarious mood. On 
the night of the fifth they had put their shoes outside 
their rooms with a great paper cornucopia inserted in 
the shoe-top. In the morning they found themselves 
in the favor of St. Nicholas, We have translated him 
to Christmas, and the German shoe has given place 
to our stocking. When Christmas comes there will be 
a mythical Weihnachtsman, or Christmasman, but no 
stockings. 

From now on the city wears an increasingly gay 
aspect. The principal shopping streets in the even- 
ings are one fierce blaze of electric light. The great 
market squares are fairs of booths, and even the meat 
and sausage shops have decorated their windows and 
wares with ribbons and greens. ’ 

The Christmas holiday lasts, by common recog- 
nition, throughout Germany, three days ; the religious 
services, two days. But Christmas Eve is fe time. 
It is the Aeiliger Abend, or holy evening. The very 
word most used for Christmas throws stress on the 
eve, or night,— Weihnachien, or consecrated night. 
This is an old plural form, and inheritance of the 
Middle Ages. 

All day on the twenty-fourth there had been an 
extra house cleaning, —floors scrubbed, windows pol- 
ished, carpets beaten. The tree had been secretly 
put in position in the drawing-room, and greens were 
hung in decoration. The kitchen had been busy too. 
The bride, eldest daughter of our widowed hostess, 
and bridegroom, were to arrive toward evening, and 
nothing could be too good for a Christmas greeting to 
them, even in a house of small finances. 

Dusk came on about four o'clock, and we hastened 
off to service in the Garnison Kirche, or Royal Garri- 
son Church,—a solid modern Romanesque’ stone 
structure of imposing dimensions. 

We were in time to get places near the rear end of 
the edifice. A vast sea of heads was already in front 
of us. The church was not brilliantly lighted, but, 


as our wondering eyes ranged down the great nave, 
flanked by massive square stone pillars, we caught 
sight of two immense fir-trees in the apse by the 
altar, and each studded with glowing jewel-like lights. 

At a great height back of us was the choir gallery, 
where the children’s chorus and the soloists were 
stationed, The service opened with an organ solo. 
The congregation was supplied with programs, and 
(as is usual in the church services) there was no other 
orm of announcement. Immediately the people, 
led by the trombones, burst out in song, all begin- 
ning with the first word, and singing in unison to the 
end, 

‘* This is the day the Lord hath made.”’ 


Then followed a solo, and then a hymn by the 
children’s choir. Not to enter into a detail that 
might be made interesting, let it be said that the pro- 
gram repeated over and over this order of solo, con- 
gregation and children’s choir, with prayers, Scripture 
readings, and an address, interspersed. The address 
touched eloquently upon the symbolism of the tree. 
It was not a child's play, but a serious emblem. 

But the most touchingly beautiful part of the whole 
service was the children’s rendering of the old Ger- 
man favorite, 


** Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht !”’ 
(Tranquil night, holy night ! ) 


. The sentiment of the poetry and the simple beauty 
of the air seemed marvelously wedded to each other. 
And the rendering was so absolutely controlled, the 
swelling and dying, the finer shadings and markings, 
were wonderfully effective. One could not help 
thinking how impossible these refined nuances are in 
many of our Sunday-schools where there is no other 
standard of song but loudness,—where the leader 
keeps scolding the youthful host to ‘sing out !"’ 
Controlled modulation is the soul of choral excellence. 

But we must hasten on to the domestic scene—in a 
home of neither prince nor peasant. 

ae 

At about seven o'clock we came down from our 
second-floor suite of rooms to the flat occupied by 
our Hausfrau. She had two daughters, the elder a 
bride of a few weeks, and the younger a child of 
twelve, —a fascinating little witch, a lady in her man- 
ners, yet a prankish actress full of mimicry, an ambi- 
tious student, and an omnivorous reader. She had a 
face that might be called ‘‘ cute,’’ as well as beauti- 
ful, at times, fair-skinned and intensely mobile, and 
set off with a frame-work of thick flaxen hair that 
streamed down her back and over her shoulders 
almost to her waist. 

As we entered the comfortable dining-room at half 
past seven o'clock we were introduced to the bridal 
pair. In true German style there was a mighty hand- 
shaking all round. 

We presently sat down to an abundant table, the 
family on one side and we three Americans and two 
English guests opposite. Over all was the great 
swinging lamp, which tricked the tableau out in Rem- 
brandtesque relief, and gave us a chance to study this 
homelike scene in a foreign land. 

As the bride sat directly facing us we thought we 
never saw anything so luminously fair. It seemed as 
though her complexion glowed not from the lamp 
overhead, but rather as though an electric light were 
shining through a translucency of crimson and white 
ivory from the inside. Add to this a pair of dark eyes, 
and over ail a ‘* fluffy '’ pompadour seemingly of finest 
spun gold, and you have the portrait. Then came 
the only less fair little Karola, next but one, as viva- 
cious as decorum would allow. 

The great folding-doors were closed, for on the other 
side of them was the drawing-room, and in that room 
were the gifts of the Weihnachisman. 

Plenty of talk, then, mostly German with bits of 
English thrown in, all sprightly, yet leisurely. But 
there was no appetite left to little Karola. The Christ- 
masman was waiting for her. She patiently reined 
her eager spirit in until patience ceased to be a virtue. 
She wanted those doors open. Her new brother-in- 
law jollied and toyed with her. She shriveled down 
into her chair. Her face wore a quizzical expression, 
smiling through a frown and frowning through a smile. 
She dared not hurry the company, and the company 
rather enjoyed her comical display of self-control. 
At last in a pleading tone : 

** Mutter /"" 
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Mother giggled, and the company echoed. 

Karola’s forehead grew whiter, her cheeks redder, 
her eyes darker and more sparkling. She hurled 
glances back at us as though to ask whether it were 
fair to keep her in suspense. Her flaxen hair played 
about her lithe figure, growing more and more restless. 

** Mutter /’’ —\ouder this time, and ‘‘ Mufter,"’ a 
third, fourth, fifth appeal. 

Then mother and the son-in-law arose and hastily 
retreated through the broad doors, closing them in- 
stantly. Karola was immediately at the key-hole. 
She called on the American Fréu/ein for support. 

Ah, now she could see the candles being lighted on 
the tree. She reported “« Eins, zwei, drei, vier, fiin/, 
sechs,"’ etc., as many as she could see through the 
key-hole. 

Then the doors flew open. The illuminated tree 
stood on the table, under the boughs a great heap of 
wrapped and labeled gifts. Greens and flowers paid 
added tribute to the scene. In we filed. Mutter 
stood just inside the door ; the bride took a place by 
her side. As we curious foreigners passed by, the 
ladies were embraced and kissed, the men handshaken 
with informal energy. The room was in a hubbub, 
this one and that one going hither and thither, shak- 
ing hands again and thanking and greeting. Karola 
hugged the American Fréu/ein desperately. 

When there were no more hands to shake or fresh 
cheeks to kiss, the kitchen maid was brought in and 
led to her table. A renewed activity of happy wishes 
and handshakes went round with the laughing peasant 
maid. Then we proceeded to open our packages, 
and again the demonstrations revived. In due time, 
the company moved back to the dining-room to par- 
take of nuts, apples, and honey-cake, a necessary ad- 
junct to the simple home ceremonies. 
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No, on the surface there is nothing very different 
about it from many an American Christmas. But 
one scents a depth of meaning to it all; one feels 
that he has turned from the shadow to grasp the sub- 
stance ; he has quaffed at the primeval spring ; his 
heart is beating in the unbroken rhythm of the ages. 

Far up on the steep slopes of the Hartz Mountains 
I saw tens of thousands of little fir-trees just peeping 
above the blanket of snow,—rows and rows of them 
only a few inches tall; then rows a little taller, and 
again rows by the acre, taller and taller. These 
have been successively planted to take the place of 
Christmas trees successively cut away. 

Future generations must have their 7annenbaum. 
Come what may to solid old Fatherland, the Christ- 
mas tree will always be the Teuton’s tree of life. 
Imperialist or socialist, Christian or rationalist, prince 
or peasant, the holy night charms all Germany into 
one holy embrace. Oh, for more meaning to our 
own holidays ! 


PHILADELPHIA, 





How The Battle Ended 
Helen M. Richardson 


° HEY call me Mittens,—what is your name ?"’ 
- ** Tasseltail,’’ proudly replied the Manx cat. 
**Oh, I didn’t know that you had any tail, — 
where is it?"’ 

Tasseltail eyed her companion scornfully, and re- 
plied: ‘* Where every cat's tail is supposed to be,— 
behind me. "’ 

Mittens reached out her paw and gave the little 
furry knob a gentle pat, as she purred back: ‘‘ My, 
I hope you don’t call that bunch of fur a tail! You 
can't even wag it.’’ 

Mittens waved her own handsome tail back and 
forth for the benefit'of her tailless companion. 

** Tassels don’t wag. If I had such clumsy looking 
paws as you have, I shouldn't care what I had at the 
end of my body,’’ Tasseltail at last managed to spit 
forth. 

Mittens viewed her double-thumbed paws with in- 
terest. It was the first time she ever had heard them 
called clumsy. Her little mistress always squeezed 
them fondly, and never failed to attract the attention 
of her friends to them. Clumsy, indeed! She gave 
Tasseltail’s bunch of fur a spiteful dab with one of! 
them, at the same time .remarking that there were 
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people who preferred mittens to tassels, and she was 
glad that she belonged to such a person. This was 
too much for the Manx cat to stand; and she struck 
back with her unmittened claws until a passer-by re- 
marked: ‘‘ The double-pawed cat seems to be getting 
the worst of it.’’ 

Of course this made Mittens angrier still. She had 
teeth, and she would use them. She would let that 
proud cat from the Isle of Man know that her paws 
were not her only weapons. 

Then how the fur flew! Tasseltail couldn't tell 
whether Mittens had pulled all of hers out, and Mit- 
tens really didn’t care; she was determined that it 
should be understood what double paws couldn't 
accomplish sharp teeth could. 

So it came about, a few minutes later, when Dor- 
othy came out of the house with Minnie Kit in her 
arms (Minnie Kit was her doll) she saw two cats locked 
in each others’ arms, or paws, biting and kicking and 
scratching each other, and making such hideous out- 
cries that poor Minnie Kit was thrown head-first to 
the ground, while Dorothy tried to separate the cats. 

When the battle was over, and the bleeding victims 
sought to hide their shame and their defeat behind a 
clump of bushes, they heard Dorothy telling her doll, 
as she picked her up from the ground, that she didn’t 
think cats were as nice to live with as dolls were. 

‘« They are proud and selfish and jealous, Minnie 
Kit, and I hope you won't take a lesson in good be- 
havior from them,’’ she confided. ‘I thought Mit- 
tens would be so glad of a companion; and when Aunt 
Hester left her pretty Tasseltail here while she went 
visiting, I was sure Mittens would be delighted, and 
would treat her kindly; and this is how it has turned 
out. I'm ashamed of them, Minnie Kit, I surely am.’’ 

‘*I'm afraid I have been proud, but I’m sure I 
never intended to be selfish, or jealous,’’ groaned a 
voice behind the currant bushes. 

** Your little mistress seems to wish us to be friends,"’ 
another voice answered. ‘‘I am not to blame because 
I haven't any tail; and it is not your fault that you 
have two thumbs. Iam sure neither is worth quar- 
reling about.”’ 

The next morning Dorothy took Minnie Kit for 
another walk. 

‘«I declare, if Mittens and Tasseltail aren't play- 
ing together,’’ she said to her doll, ‘I guess they 
think it doesn’t pay to be proud and_selfish and jeal- 
ous, Minnie Kit.”’ 

‘« We don't,’’ wagged Mittens’ tail. 

‘* Indeed, we don't,’’ the little furry knob behind 
Tasseltail tried to wag. 

Wattuas, Mass. 
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A Christmas Conversation 


From Real Life 
By Frederick Hall 


HEY were two business men. One a young 
country merchant in for a half day’s buying, and 
grudging every moment. One a general sales- 

man of a great wholesale house, alert and active, with 
keen gray eyes and a salary perhaps four times his 
customer's net income. The usual question had 
begun the conversation. 

‘*Business? It's one stampede. Seven in the 
morning till nine at night, and every minute on the 
jump. It's always strenuous, but this year’s the 
worst ever. Ali the town is in at once, and every- 
body must have everything by Christmas Eve. Of 
course we like the business, but we'll be glad, too, 
when the let-up comes.’”’ 

‘«It makes a difference here,’’ replied the general 


salesman ; ‘‘more of course in the retail than the 
wholesale.’’ 
‘¢I] know. I came down State Street, and seems 


to me I never saw it jammed so tight before. De- 
partment stores, toy stores, candy stores, music stores, 
—every one packed to a crush and the whole street 
filled up besides. Trucks of mail order houses piled 
up like loads of hayi Take your whole two million 
people, I don’t believe there’s one it doesn’t make a 
difference to—railroad, street car, sellers, buyers, 
manufacturers, post office, board of trade, news- 
papers—I mean just in a business way. And it’s the 
same all over. How Christmas business does shake 
up the earth !”’ 

The keen, alert eyes o1 the general salesman looked 
the young man in the face. 


‘«It does change the world,’’ he said. ‘*And how 


wonderful it is to remember that it all began way back 
there with that baby in a manger.’’ 


Dunpgeg, ILL. 
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VII. Characteristic Early Writings; Hastening 
the Millennium 
ia HAT is Dr. Trumbull's chief power as a 


thinker and writer ?*' was a question asked 

some years ago of Mr. Patterson Du Bois, 
then Dr. Trumbull’ s associate in the editorial work of 
The Sunday School Times. 

‘«] should say,’’ answered Mr. Du Bois, ‘‘ that the 
chief root principle of his power is his power of ap- 
prehending root principles. ° 

No answer could be nearer to the truth, When- 
ever Dr. Trumbull set himself to the study and eluci- 
dation of a truth, his mental horizon was completely 
filled with visions of that truth itself. He seemed 
utterly oblivious to anything that was not germane to 
the theme in mind ; and, more than that, oblivious to 
everything that did not make straight for the center 
of that theme. To his direct, discriminating mind 
the principle was the prize. If he illustrated it, he 
had first found it definitely ; if he applied it, he knew 
with crystal clearness exactly what he was applying. 
He would take the trouble to push on to the living 
principle, while many another acute thinker would 
halt on the threshold, content with half a look. 

Dr. Trumbull’s clear vision of principles was often 
exasperating and disconcerting to a less direct and 
penetrating mind accustomed to consider questions 
of casuistry merely on the side of action based on 
circumstances, and not on principle. Even as a boy, 
he showed distinct tendencies toward his character- 
istic intellectual method. 

In the issue of the New London Star and Democrat 
for April 13, 1850, young Trumbull, then not quite 
twenty years old, gave his views as ‘‘A Lover of 
Justice’’ on the famous trial of Dr. John W. Web- 
ster for the murder of Dr. George Parkman. Dr. 
Webster was a member of the faculty of Harvard 
University, and was indebted to Dr. Parkman for 
money which the latter urgently required of him. Dr. 
Parkman was missed shortly after an appointment 
which he was known to have had with Dr. Webster. 
The discovery by Ephraim Littlefield, the Medical 
College janitor, of the fact that parts of a human body 
were being burned at night by Dr. Webster in the 
college furnace led to Webster’ s arrest. 

The trial was the public sensation of the hour, and 
Henry Trumbull went twice from Stonington to see it, 
the second time with his brother-in-law, William C. 
Prime, who, as a member of the New York bar, by 
courtesy had seats for both with the members of the 
Boston bar. An editorial in the New London Demo- 
crat quickened him to write a vigorous and unequivo- 
cal letter to the editor, giving his views of what seemed 
to him the point at issue. After squarely differing 
with the editor as to the latter's dissent from the jus- 
tice of the death sentence in the case of such a man, 
he writes : 

««« But,” you say, ‘an awful responsibility rests 
upon the jury that convicted him,’ and you ask, ‘ How 
are they to restore that life which belongs alone to 
God, but which they surrender to the executioner ?"’ 

‘If 1 am not mistaken, the jury were empanelled 
and sworn to attend to the evidence, to receive infor- 
mation on points of law from the Judge, and then to 
say whether or no the prisoner was guilty of the crime 
charged. They were not to condemn him to death ; 
they were not to say whether he should be executed, 
imprisoned or set at liberty ; they were simply to say 
whether or no the evidence proved him guilty. They 
were bound to render a verdict in accordance with 
their convictions, and there ceases their responsi- 
bility.’’ 

And again, when his views were attacked in a later 
issue by one signing himself ‘‘Sigma,’’ he answers 
thus : 

‘«Sigma’ desires to know why I would have Prof. 
W. Aung. He is answered by Judge Shaw in his re- 
marks upon sentencing Webster. It is because 
against the crime of murder the law has pronounced 
its severest penalty, in these few and simple words : 
‘ Every person who shall commit the crime of murder 
shall suffer the punishment of death for the same.’ 

‘*In my former article I wrote as a lover of Justice, 
without mercy, 1 will admit, but not as a Aater of 
mercy. I pressed the claims of Justice. I said not 
that it would be wrong to pity him, or that pity for 





him would be a detriment ‘to the heart or morals or 
religion.’ '’ 

In this youthful controversy, carried on with vigor 
and sharp thrusting, he was holding fast to one thing. 
He was not then thinking about mercy, nor did he 
consider it the true point at issue. Webster was a 
convicted murderer, The law was clear,—the law 
must be carried out. 

But young Trumbull had quite another side,—a 
generously playful and whimsical attitude toward men 
and things which gave him a popularity altogether 
exceptional for one having such clear and vigorously 
expressed convictions. His friendly intercourse was 
not bounded by Stonington. Mr. D. S. Ruddock, 
of the New London Star and Democrat, his editorial 
opponent in the Webster controversy, was the printer 
of «*Lux Mundi,’ Henry Trumbull’s first editorial 
venture. Henry's pen was dipped in acid, or in a 
kindlier fluid, with his changing moods, In February, 
1850, he wrote to Mr. Ruddock, over the signature of 
**One of the Olden Time,’’ an account of the result of 
a ‘‘ psychologist’s’’ visit to Stonington : 

‘*As each succeeding day, by the palsied hand, 
the tottering gait, the dimmed eye, the useless ear, I 
am reminded of the proximity of the grave, and that 
my end is not far off, I feel more and more the price- 
less value of the short space of time allotted to me on 
earth, ... 

‘* Psychology ! psychology! Oh, how would our 
fathers have valued this wonderful science! How 
much anguish and misery would have been spared 
the generations that are gone, had they possessed a 
knowledge of this heaven-born science!... Friend 
Ruddock, have you made this science your study? 
... Ifnot, do so, Seek information. . . j 

‘*But a few weeks ago a professur of this science 
condescended to visit our humble village, and by 
flaming handbills announced that he would perform 
any required miracles for 12% cents ; and for $10.00 
he would unfold the mysteries of the science to any 
one desiring information. .. . 

‘*As you may never have witnessed any of the ex- 
periments, I will explain to you the modus operandi 
of the psychological performer. In the first place, 
the ‘coin’ consists of a five-cent piece (or smooth 
‘four-pence ’) inserted in a bit of lead about the size 
of a quarter of a dollar. The ‘victim’ is required to 
hold this in his right hand at arm's length, and look 
intently at it without winking, for four hours, If 
he has any unpleasant sensations about the arm, or 
water starts from his eyes, before that time, it is proof 
positive that he is a ‘natural subject.’ 

‘«The operator then seizes the right hand of his 
subject with his right hand, and inserts the middle 
finger of his left between the olecranon process of the 
ulna and the inner condyle of the humerus, touching 
the ulna nerve (commonly called the ‘crazy bone’), 
and if, upon pressing this, the patient feels any ting- 
ling sensation in his fingers’ ends, he is ‘a gone case’ ; 
he is fuliy ‘charged with electricity.’ *’ 

Mr. Ruddock was well acquainted with the varying 
temper of his young correspondent. He acquired 
added respect for him through a characteristic inci- 
dent of which he took note in his paper : 


‘*THE MILLENNIUM ALMOST HERE 

‘*Some months since, one of our young friends 
from one of the towns in this country was in the city 
transacting business. Before leaving for his residence 
a violent rain storm came up. Not supposing that 
such an event would occur, he did not provide him- 
self with an Umbrella before leaving home. W<« 
loaned him ours. 

‘¢ Immediately after his arrival home he sent the 
umbrella to our address, but by some ‘ hook or crook’ 
which this much defamed article is apt to take in its 
transition from one place to another, it failed to reach 
us. Last Saturday the gentleman (for he is nothing 
else) was in our office. We noticed as we were con- 
versing with him a roguishness in his manner that 
implied ‘I'll astonish you soon.’ Presently he 
handed us a splendid new si/k Umbrella, with a 
patent sheath, remarking ‘I have returned your um- 
brella.’ 

‘*We could hardly believe our eyes and ears, not 
that we considered the gentleman incapable of such 

( Continued on page 728) 
































































































































































































































































































































































V. Facts About Retention and Recollection 


WO important things for the teacher arise at 
4 this point. Jf the impression ts to be deep 
£ and abiding it must be made when the atten- 
Ss (/ I tion is aglow with interest. The fact we 
~ wish to impress must be given (1.) with 
directness and with emphasis. You have often no- 
ticed the tendency of children to study aloud. It is 
due to the’fact that the sound of the words helps 
deepen the impression. I have known persons who 
would nod the head, tap with their fingers, or stamp 
their feet upon the floor that they might in these ways 
deepen the impression. We do know that a change 
in voice, a tension of muscles, a momentary pause, 
the raising of the hand, the repetition of the impor- 
tant words—all aid in making vivid the impression in 
the mind of the learner. We recall a place we have 
actually seen better than one we have read about 
because the place seen is more vividly impressed—its 
image is more distinct, —than is that of the place we 
have only seen indirectly through words. Teaching 
through objects has a value that teaching through 
words cannot possess. This is especially true of 
instruction in the early years, 

(2.) The impression must be given when the mind 
is in right attitude to attend to it. If we are to retain 
the impression long, we must acquire it under condi- 
tions of interest. The boy who is excited over a 
game of ball is able for a long while to recall the 
details of the game. This keen interest secures a 
fineness of detail that is of tremendous significance. 
How futile it is to try to secure right memory-products 
when the mind of the pupil is attending to matters 
foreign to the lesson in hand ! 

(3.) The value of the impression is heightened 
when it is accompanied by strong feeling. This is 
the hasis of our great orations, our great humanitarian 
societies, and our Impassiuned literature. Men and 
women under the stress of great emotion were so 
vividly impressed that they could not remain quiet. 
The utterance of the feeling was imperative. They 
spoke, they sang, they wrought, because they felt 
keenly. 

(4.) The value of the impression is also conditioned 
by the state of the body. If we are fatigued, if for 
any bodily or mental cause the vigor of the mind is in 
any degree impaired, the product in memory is weak. 

This analysis may seem somewhat tedious at the 
outset. But if you will give it careful study you will 
see how depth of impression is secured through atten- 
tion. 
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Note in the next place that if the impression is to 
be retained it must be frequently repeated. The 
great bulk of our images answer to objects that we 
have seen again and again. The more frequently we 
recall an image to consciousness the more enduring 
will be the image. This law is so obvious that it has 
always been used by teachers, and often to the abuse 
of the memory instead of its training. Masses of un- 
related and non-understood things are drilled into the 
memory, as if the mere ability to repeat great sums 
of ‘things were in some way knowledge. Thus arises 
that pernicious process of cramming, the bane of 
healthy mental growth and the inevitable retreat of 
poor teachers. Things thus forced upon memory are 
so much dead wood. They are not only useless but 
they impair the memory for its proper function, which 
is to hold for subsequent use facts of knowledge al- 
ready clearly understood by the mind. 

‘Lhe function of memory is twofold,—to retain and 
to recall knowledge. Let us now consider the condi- 
tions under which knowledge is most easily and 
surely recalled through an act of memory. Note that 
there is a predisposition to recall what has been 
vividly impressed. All that our study can do is to 
point out the conditions under which this natural 
tendency will best manifest itself. The answer to this 
inquiry is found in the experience, common to us all, 
by which we attach to each fact of knowledge some 
other fact of knowledge. The greater the number of 
these attachments or relations, the more readily is 
each fact recalled. Thus we endeavor to link our 
facts together. Every such connection makes each 
fact in the series more valuable, because it is thus 
more readily recalled, it is more usable ; and because 
it is thus enriched, it has a wider use. Isolation of 
facts in the mind is as fatal to mental growth as is 
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Editorial Announcement 


The course as it will be given in these columns is 
complete in itself. For those who desire to go still 
further in their study of teaching, however, a Corre- 
spondence Course, conducted by Professor Brum- 
baugh, is offered upon the payment of a fee of one 
dollar, to be made to The Sunday School Times Co. 

The features of the Correspondence Course are two : 
(a) leaflets outlining further study and recommend- 
ing the optional use of certain text-books will be 
mailed regularly to the enrolled members; (b) every 
member has the privilege of consulting Professor 
Brumbaugh by mail, asking him questions that arise 
in study, or getting his advice on actual problems of 
teaching work as they are met in the class. Some of 
these questions, with Professor Brumbaugh’s an- 
swers, will be published in a Teacher-Training Ques- 
tion Column in The Sunday School Times. 

Leaders of teacher-training classes are especially 
recommended to avail themselves of the benefits of 
the Correspondence Course and privileges, whether 
the members of their classes do so or not. 

All communications and inquiries, names for enrol- 
ment, remittances, etc., should be addressed to 
‘‘The Brumbaugh Teacher-Training Course,”’ The 
Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. As Professor Brumbaugh is now a mem- 
ber of the editorial staff of this paper, he will receive 
his mail at this office. 














isolation of the individual to social progress. The 
value of frequent recall of memory images lies in the 
attachments or the relations they thus establish.. It 
is a most interesting study to trace the subtle connec- 
tions by which one memory image is recalled by 
another. Ad these connections may be grouped 
under general laws called the laws of association. 
These association laws give us the explanation of the 
power to recall memory images. They are usually 
catalogued as the (1) law of contiguity ; (2) law of 
similarity or resemblance ; and (3) law of contrast. 
Others are sometimes given. These are the most 
important ones, 
e 


(1.) By the first of these laws we find it relatively 
easy to associate places, things, and events that lie 
near to each other. Experiences which occur together 
usually suggest each other. When one is recalled, 
the other is likely also to arise in consciousness. I 
was in Louisiana at the time of the great flood in 
western Pennsylvania. These two facts have seem- 
ingly no relation, and yet I seldom, perhaps never, 
recall my trip from Shreveport to Monroe that I do 
not also recall the awful loss of life at Johnstown. 
The two things came together, and the one recalls the 
other. The association is fixed; the images are 
wedded. What God thus joins together, we cannot 
put asunder. When I recall the Sunday afternoons 
of my boyhood summers, there always arises the 
fragrant memory of walks in the forest with my 
father. But why enumerate? The law is written 
over all our experiences. The thing to remember is 
that no unlovely memory shall attach to the experi- 
ences of our youthful years in the study of God's 
Word. Let all the associations of that study be 
wholesome and sweet and helpful. Thus we shall 
permanently predispose the soul of the child to a 
sincere love for the better life and its lessons as we 
have endeavored to impress them. 

(2.) Things that in some intrinsic manner resemble 
one another are usually so grouped that their images 
mutually aid one another in recall. As I think of the 
Christmas giving that we shall soon witness, I recall 
the observance of this act in the island of Porto 
Rico. There the gift-giving occurs at the anniversary 
of the coming of the wise men of the East, who came 
with gifts to Him whose star they saw in the east. I 
can yet in memory see the grass-filled boxes outside 
the doors of the peasants, and the simple faith of a 
childhood that believes the wise men will come on 
the backs of donkeys. If a child has been naughty, 
the donkeys eat the grass and leave the box empty. 
If, on the contrary, the child has been good, the fra- 
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grant grass becomes the depository of the gifts that 
the wise men bear for those that are worthy. While 
I write this, a flood of similar observances in all parts 
of the world is recalled, and while I ponder upon the 
world-wide custom, my heart catches itself with a 
great joy as I recall the One in whose honor all this is 
done. This is but a type of a form of association 
that knits together in memory vast groups of memory 
images. A wise teacher always seeks to establish 
association by resemblance. 

(3-) Things that in some manner suggest opposition 
or contrast are generally so grouped in memory that 
they mutually recall each other. How full our lives are 
of contradictory things that thrust themselves forward 
in association. Upon Thanksgiving Day, when we 
had our home dinners, how common was the remark, 
‘‘I wish every family in the city might to-day have 
as good a meal.’’ It was our own comfort in associa- 
tion with the needs of others that caused us thus to 
recall the two together. The fabric of our thought is 
filled with these contrasted pictures of sorrow and joy, 
of pleasure and pain, of health and sickness, of right 
and wrong, of life and death. The Bible itsclf is 
largely a record of the conflict between two great 
opposing forces,—good and evil, God and the evil 
one. Good teaching notes this form of association, 
and endeavors to impress truth by positive ideas of 
what truth is, and by negative ideas of what it is not. 
There is thus a basis in this law for positive teaching 
and for negative teaching. We do what is right by 
knowing what the right is, and also by knowing what 
it is not. 

One finds in these natural laws of association most 
important guidance in teaching. The wise teacher 
will use her materials of instruction in such a way as 
to occasion in the mind large groups of related truths, 
bound together by every law of association through 
which the mind operates. In this way each new 
truth becomes a part of a system of thought. It is 
enriched, and it enriches by every proper association 
thus established. 

a 


There are schemes of association that are devised 
to trick the memory into grouping things that are not 
naturally related. They are called memory systems. 
They employ some form of mnemonics to take the 
place of a natural law. From all these keep yourself 
free. If they haye merit, it is due to their use of 
natural laws, which had better be used instead. If 
they are opposed to these laws, they are in the end 
pernicious. Nothing can be devised that is quite so 
useful as the laws God has set in the soul. Let us 
discover these laws and follow them. 
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QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR THE STUDENT 


For testing one’s grasp of the subject, and 
for discussion in Teacher-Training Classes 


Consider the value of directness and of simple lan- 
guage in teaching. 

What things in your experience as a pupil in the 
Sunday-school do you recall most vividly? What 
suggestion does this offer to you ? 


If fatigue has something to do with memory results, 
has it also something to do with teaching? What 
will the amount of sleep you secure Saturday night 
have to do with your usefulness as a teacher the next 
day? 

How do you secure repetition without at the same 
time resorting to the cramming process in teaching ? 

Just what is the legitimate use of memory ? 


Study your own mind processes to verify the state- 
ment that the mind naturally tends to recall former 
facts of knowledge. Is this recall a pleasurable 
activity ? 

How do you enrich a fact of knowledge ? 

Outline the laws of association, and write a para- 
graph based upon your own experience illustrating 
each law. 

Write out 7t length the laws of teaching that a study 
of the laws of association suggests. 

What laws of association, not named here, are 
suggested to you by a study of your own processes of 
recall ? 
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Isaiah 9 : 1-7. (Read Luke 2: 1-20.) Memory verses: 6, 7 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 25. THE PRINCE OF PEACE (CHRISTMAS LESSON) 


Golden Text: His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.—Isa. 9 : 6.* 





COMMON VERSION 


1 Nevertheless the dimness sha// not be 
such as was in her vexation, when at the first 
he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun, and 
the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more 
grievously afflict Aer dy the way of the sea, 
beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations. 

2 The people that walked in darkness have 
seen a great light: they that dwell in the land 
of the shadow of death, upon them hath the 
light shined. 

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, avd not 
increased the joy : they joy before thee accord- 
ing to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice 
when they divide the spoil. 

4 For thou hast broken the yoke of his bur- 
den, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of 
his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 

5 For every battle of the warrior zs with 


AMERICAN REVISION 


r ! But there shall be no gloom to her that 
was in anguish. In the former time he brought 
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali; but in the latter time hath 
he made it glorious, by the way of the sea, 
beyond the Jordan, * Galilee of the nations. 
2 The people that walked in darkness have 
seen a great light : they that dwelt in the land 
of the ® shadow of death, upon them hath the 
light shined. 3 Thou hast multiplied the na- 
tion, * thou hast increased their joy: they joy 
before thee according to the joy in harvest, as 
men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 4 
For the yoke of his burden, and the staff of 
his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, thou 
hast broken as in the day of Midian. 5 For 
Sall the armor of the armed man in the 
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COMMON VERSION 


confused noise, and garments rolled in blood ; 
but ¢Ais shall be with burning and fuel of fire. 

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given: and the Nee soy shall be — 
his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the increase of Ais government and 
peace there shall de no end, upon the throne 
of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, 
and to establish it with judgment and with jus- 
tice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal 
of the LoRD of hosts will perform this. 
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tumult, and the garments rolled in blood, shall 
be for burning, for fuel of fire. 6 For unto 
us a child is born, unto us a son is given ; and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called * Wonderful, 
Counsellor, Mighty God, ? Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his gov- 
ernment and of peace there shall be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and upon his king- 
dom, to establish it, and to uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from henceforth 
even for ever. The zeal of Jehovah of hosts 
will perform this. 


* Gotpen Text (Am. Rev.).—His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Ever- 


lasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
1Or 


For %Or, the district * Or, deep darkness 4 Another reading is, thou didst not increase the 


joy. * Or, every boot of the booted warrior * Or, Wonderful counsellor * Heb. Father of Eternity. 
PronunciatTion.—Zebulun, Zéb’u-lin ; Naphtali, Naph’ta-lt, 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 














The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


HE greatest Christmas Day since Christ was 
born, this twenty-fifth of December, 1904! 
That is your theme, and you and your class 

can prove it. 

To do so you will need to go back seven hundred 
years before Christ was born, to a time when every- 
thing looked dark and hopeless for the kingdom of 
Te Four weeks ago, on ‘* World’s Temperance 
Sunday,” you and your class read Isaiah’s prediction 
to Judah of the sure destruction of Israel, the 
Northern Kingdom, for its folly and sin, and his 
warning to Judah to escape the same fate. Two 
weeks ago you studied about the destruction and 
captivity of Israel and her children; and that 
account closed with the record that ‘‘ there was none 
left but the tribe of Judah only.” 

To-day you have the story of another message to 
Judah by that same prophet. You must get filled 
with the spirit and atmosphere of the time at which 
he spoke. You will find help in ang this in Pro- 
fessor Beecher’s first two paragraphs, Dr. McLaren's 
first and third paragraphs, and Dr. Dunning’s second 
and third paragraphs. Zebulon and Naphtali, the 
strong tribes of Israel up in the north, had long since 
been ravaged by the foe. Although, as Professor 
Beecher says, Samaria, the northern capital, had,not 
yet fallen, the mr Speen foe was already so near as to 
assure its downfall, and then, what hope for Judah ? 
Picture the utter hopelessness of the people of the 
little southern tribe, realizing, now apparently too 
late, the sure destruction that must swallow them up. 

‘Then follows a sunrise that turns gloom to glory 
of light, and sets all hearts leaping with joy.” ‘‘The 
prophet abruptly throws upon the screen a picture 
of eager, radiant, outbursting light and gladness, in 

lace of the utter Feo of the preceding pictures.” 

f your class would know what this picture, this sun- 
rise, is; read to them, with all the Paes J and ex- 
pressiveness you can throw into it through practise 
at home Caring the week, those glowing words 
of the prophet himself, from the second to the sev- 
enth verses of the ninth chapter of Isaiah. You can 
carry your class with you in the triumphant sweep of 
that inspired prophecy if you yourself are thus filled 
with its ringing message. 

To Judah it meant that the great military victories 
that the Hebrew fathers told to their children out of 
the past, linked with the names of Joshua and Gideon 
and David, were to be repeated. To us, those won- 
derful words of Isaiah mean far more. And now you 
are likely to find yourself with your class in the midst 
of the profound and fascinating subject of ‘* Messianic 
prophecy.” How much did the prophets understand 
about the coming Christ whom we know? You may 
find that some of your pupils will gladly investigate 
the subject by themselves, if you will suggest to 
them that they can do so by simply reading the 
prophetic books of the Old Testament, one after an- 
other, and putting down in a note-book everything 
that seems to be a reference to a coming Messiah or 
Saviour. This sort of original Bible study has altered 
the life course of more than one man or woman. 

For your own study, you will be interested in the 
abundant comments on what Dean Sanders calls 
‘*The Messianic Hope,” by the lesson writers in this 
issue of the Times. Dr. Sanders’ entire article 
gives a clear and simply-defined perspective of the 
course of Old Testament prophecy, including our 
friends of the earlier lessons, Elijah and Elisha ; his 
opening paragraph is especially worth careful not- 
ing. e calls the Messianic expectation the key, 
not only to all prophecy, but to the whole course of 


Scripture. Other significant comments on Isaiah’s 
conceptions of the Coming One will be found in Pro- 
fessor Beecher’s last paragraph; and in Dr. Mc- 
Laren’s article,—the latter rs of his first paragraph, 
and in his fourth, fifth, and sixth paragraphs. 

Whatever your class and you may decide as to 
Isaiah's understanding of the Christ, there is no 
question as to our knowledge of that Saviour. It is 
Dr. Dunning who sounds the glad truth which you 
want to leave with your pupils, that ‘‘ this Christmas 
is the greatest for the world since the angels pro- 
claimed at the birth of Christ the message of peace 
to mankind.” In Dr. Dunning’s opening paragraph, 
and in the second half of his article, under ‘* The 
Vision of Deliverance and a Deliverer,” he shows 
you how you can do this. For it is true in spite of 
the war that is rending the earth. The century just 
closed, and the new one just beginning, record vic- 
tories for peace that the world in earlier years did 
not believe were ssible. Read Dr. Trueblood’e 
article in the Times of November 19, on ‘‘ The Out- 
look for International Peace,” and tell some of those 
great facts to your class. 

What the coming of Life and Love into the werld 
through the birth of a babe in Bethlehem on the first 
Christmas night meant to the world, his coming into 
our hearts means to each one of us. Accepting that 
Christmas Gift from the Father means to us all the 
radiant joy that Isaiah’s message meant to hopeless, 
stricken Judah. And without willing acceptance of 
the Gift we are as hopeless as was Judah in her own 
strength. Because of the Christmas Gift, God's King- 
dom is moving steadily forward in the world and 
through the centuries, gaining und every year 
over the kingdom of darkness. he mere passing of 
time has not accomplished this, nor will time ever 
accomplish anything for anybody. Make up your 
mind to that, as Dr. Goss vigorously urges in his 
second paragraph. Only the acceptance of the Gift, 
and hearty self-surrendering service in His name, 
will make every Christmas day your best Christmas 
day yet. And think of Christmas day in Heaven for 
those who have done that | 

PHILADELPHIA. . 


There is no joy in the season except the joy of the 
Saviour. 
ae 


Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


How to Locate The Lesson 


ONNECTED Events.—The lesson is a strongly 
marked and separable passage in what seems 
to be a continuous discourse extending through 

several chapters. The discourse includes recapitula- 
tions of what the prophet had said on previous occa- 
sions, mentioning incidents in the reign of Ahaz 
(Isaiah 7 : 1-12), and Assyrian victories over Samaria 
(10: 11, and 9: 9-10). But Ephraim seems to be still 
in existence as a political power (9: 21; 11: 13). An 
Assyrian invasion is now imminent; there is a vivid 
icture of the invader marching from the north upon 
lesmuuiom, only to be disappointed (10: 28-34). 
Time.—Later than Tiglath-pilezer, and before the 
final downfall of Samaria. Perhaps B. C. 722 or 720, 
either the date when Sargon first captured Samaria, 
or the date when he defeated So, king of Egypt, and 
began the final siege of Samaria. At each of these 
dates his armies were north of Jerusalem, and near 
enough to be menacing. 
Places.—Northern Palestine and the region east of 





the Jordan are mentioned, but the whole earth is the 
field of the lesson. 

Parallel Passage.—The citation in Matthew 4: 12-17 
includes the geographical mention of northern and 
eastern Palestine, and counts the presence and the 
teaching of Jesus in those regions as the great light 
that has suddenly dawned there. 

Persons.—The one person is the Son, spoken of as 
born for us, of the line of David. Upon this person 
the attention must be fixed if we would understand 
the lesson. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 7.—If we consider this first, it will serve as 
a key to the other verses.—Government... throne 





_ Ff David... his kingdom: The prophet and those 


who were most in sympathy with him believed 
that Jehovah had set up a kingdom on the earth 
a kingdom ruled by the dypasty 04 Day1a.—U/ 
éhe encrease... there shall be no end: They 
believed that there was no limit to the conquests 
of this kingdom; in other words, that it would 
cover the whole earth.—From henceforth, even 
for ever: They believed that there was no limit 
to the duration of the kingdom. It had come down 
to them from David, and it would last eternally. 
—The zeal of Jehovah of hosts, etc.: They be- 
lieved this as a matter of promise and of revelation 
from Jehovah. It was the cardinal doctrine of their 
religion, The prophet is here preaching this doc- 
trine for comfort in calamity, 

Verse phon fy into contempt : The verb means 
to make ight ; light as opposed to heavy. According 
to the old version it implies the idea of affliction. 
The revisers regard it as used in a secondary sense. 
—Hath he made it glorious: The verb means to 
make heavy, usually with the idea of imposing 
heavy burdens or calamities (for example: 1 Kings 
12: 10, 14; Neh. 5: 15; isa. 47: 6). The old version 
finds in it a reference to the second and worse of 
two severe calamities, while the revisers make it the 
antithesis of treating with contempt. The old ver- 
sion is mainly correct. The transition from gloom to 
rejoicing comes at the close of the verse, and not in 
the middle of it. 

Verses 2-3.—The prophet abruptly throws upon 
the screen a picture of eager, radiant, outbursting 
light and gladness, in place uf the utter gloom of the 
preceding pictures. 

Verses 4-5.—For: He gives a reason for the glad- 
ness. The reason is in two parts.—The yoke... 
staff...rod...thou hast broken: Jehovah frees 
his ple from the oppressor.— A// the armor... 
shall be for burning : The second part of the reason 
is wider. All warlike equipments shall be consumed. 
That is, wars shall cease. 

Verse 6.—For; The causal conjunction again. 
There shall be unbounded gladness because oppres- 
sion and war shall cease, and these shall cease 
because of the Son that is given.—A child is born 
-..@ son is given: It was through the birth of 
children in one generation after another to unlimited 
time that the promise to Abraham was to be fulfilled. 
It was through the birth of a prince in each genera- 
tion that the promise of an eternal kingdom to David 
was te be fulfilled. Therefore now, when the times 
seem so dark that they afford no ground for comfort 
or hope, the prophet turns for encouragement to the 
promise, and finds it radiant. In his mode of con- 
ception the ‘“‘son” is here perhaps an ideal person, 
eternal, but represented in each generation by the 
Davidic king then reigning.—Mighty God, Ever- 
lasting Father: The prophet would certainly not 
apply these terms to any particular human king or 
prince, to Hezekiah, for example, or to a baby born 
in Hezekiah’s house. He might apply them to the 
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ideal Son of David, of whom he thought as ruling 
Jehovah's kingdom forever. Of course the Christian 
claim is that this conception of the ideal Son of David 
is fully realized in Jesus Christ, and that he is enti- 
tled to be addressed in the terms used in this verse, 


AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


If the government is on His shoulders, the gov- 
erned are in his arms. 


oF OR THE YOKE OF HIS BURDEN, AND THE STAFF 
OF HIs SHOULDER, THE ROD OF HIS OPPRESSOR 
Tuovu Hast Broxen.”—The yoke is a simple 
agricultural implement, usually of wood, placed upon 
the necks of the two plowing oxen. First it keeps 
the animals in the required position relatively to each 
other; second, by means of the yoke the animals 
pull and draw the plowshare, which is attached to 
the middle of the yoke by means of the long = 
which passes between the animals. The yoke, then, 
is the instrument which ties them to the work, and 
which represents the weight which they carry or 
draw. It sometimes happens that the yoke breaks, 
in which case the oxen are at once released from the 
weight and labor, and besides are free to leave their 
restrained position, and go at large and breathe 
freely. A yoke of iron (Deut. 28: 48; Jer. 28 : 14) 
breaks less easily than one of wood. 
Heavy beams of wood, from twenty to one hundred 
feet long and about eighteen inches in diameter, are 
carried by means of staves or poles, each about six 
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feet long, placed at right angles to the beam, and at- 
tached to it by ropes or chains. The men then shoul- 
der the staves at both ends, and thus a row of men 
on either side of the beam and parallel with it carry 
it upon their shoulders. I have seen men- carry 
heavy bales of cotton and large building stones, etc., 
by means of staves upon their shoulders, to which 
the burdens were bound with ropes. Can ‘the staff 
of his shoulder” be identified with such staves? 
‘* The rod of his oppressor” is the rod of the fellow 
officers and successors of Adoram (1 Kings 12: 18), 
who go near and far to compel man and beast to the 
service of the king, chief, governor, or, it may be, a 
foreign tyrant (see note on Lesson 1 of third quarter). 

‘* PRINCE OF PEace.”—Twenty times a day, in as 
many different tones, I hear the name of ‘* Abd-et 
Salam ” (‘‘ The Slave of Peace”), for among Muham- 
madans and Druses ‘‘ Slave of Peace” is a common 
name, while among Jews and Christians Sleiman, 
Silman, Salim, Salim, Saloom, Salami, etc., are boy 
names. Salimie and Selma are girl names. A foun- 
tain of a neighboring village is called Ain il Salam 
(‘* Fountain of Peace’’). ll these names are forms 
of the Oriental word sa/am, or peace. If I visit a 
town, all the friendly people call upon me, but it is a 
‘* salam call,” and when I return their calls it is re- 
turning or paying back their sa/am. If I address an 
envelope or read a letter for an illiterate person, he 
or she does not say ‘‘ Thank you,” but ‘‘Sa//im thy 
hands, sa//im thy mouth.” ot only ordinary so- 
cial letters, but bills sent in, often finish with the 
word sa/am, When shall such desire for sa/am be 
universally satisfied in real life ? 
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The brightest promises are often born in darkest 
times. 
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“The Name All-Victorious ” 


By Alexander 


HIS great prophecy is deeply dyed by the circum- 
stances of the times in which it was spoken. 
They were times of distress arising from the 

dread of invasion. Hope of deliverance burned low, 
because faith in God was but a feeble spark. The 
prophet’s hope was like a pillar of fire, for his faith 
was unfaltering, and his purpose here was to recall 
the faint-hearted to the ancient promise to David of 
the perpetuity of his house and throne. The darker 
the sky, the brighter flamed the promise. Isaiah’s 
new utterance of it was simety meant to breathe 
new hope into his desponding contemporaries, and to 
effect that purpose it must be cast into the shape that 
fitted the times. We know that no such conquering 
king as the prophecy pictured arose to bring victory 
to fudah, but though the vision tarried, it surely has 
come, in nobler form than he who saw it dreamed. 
He ‘and his generation were right in grasping the 
great hope of a victorious king of the house of David 
as a guarantee that Judah could not perish before 
the invader. 

The structure of the prophecy is remarkable. First, 
the sad present reality of dismay and gloom is de- 
scribed, then follows a sunrise that turns gloom to 
glory of light, and sets all hearts leaping with joy. 

he reason of the joy is then shown as being a great 
victory of Judah over the invader, which recalls the 
old days of the Exodus and of Gideon, and which 
ends in the routed enemy’s whole munitions of war 
being piled in a great heap on the battle-field and 
burn Only after he has painted the victory does 
the prophet draw the portrait of the victor. There 
is something very impressive in this, as it were, de- 
layed disclosure of the person of the conqueror. The 
curtain is drawn back at last, and that figure stands 
out above the confusion, the blood and smoke of the 
battle-field, the victor in the fight but yet, with 
remarkable apparent incongruity, covering deep har- 
mony, the Prince of Peace. 

The first point, the present gloom, is the theme 
of the close of chapter 8, and is touched on in the be- 
ginning of the lesson. Judah had been in ‘‘ anguish.” 
‘* The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali”’ had 
been brought into contempt. These two northern 
tribes, from their geographical position, had been the 
most exposed to invasion, and had borne the brunt 
of many a raid which had never reached the more 
southern tribes. But even these border-lands are to 
be safe now. The same districts are again described 
as ‘‘ the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 
the nations,”’ that is, the land on the western side 
of the Sea of Galilee, the eastern trans-Jordanic terri- 
tory, and the northern lands. Then the prophet 
takes a wider outlook, aad includes all the nation in 
‘the people that walked in darkness.”” To them all 
a sunrise comes which wakes their hearts to joy, as 
the awakening birds to song. The joy will be like 
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the rustic gladness when the harvest is reaped, or 
like the rejoicing of victors over great booty. 

In verses 3, 4 the cause of the joy is disclosed. The 
ancient stories of divinely wrought deliverances from, 
and victory over, a are to be repeated, and 
in v. 6 the ultimate fact which ey about both the 
joy and the victory stands out as being the advent 
of a king clothed with mysterious attributes and 
reigning for ever. The diffused rays of light in the 
preceding exultant and triumphant prophecy are con- 
centrated on the one person. That is the very charac- 
teristic of prophecy, that its burden is not the foretell- 
ing of future events, but the announcement of a coming 
Person. In his train march joy and victory indeed, 
but itis He, not these, his attendants, who is the pro- 
phet’s theme. Therefore he who misses that central 
characteristic will never understand the genius of 
Old Testament prophecy, and he who has learned 
that ‘‘the testimony of oe is the spirit of pro- 
phecy” has the key which will open wards that no 
picklocks of scholarship can stir. 

Three points are important in this prophecy of the 
Davidic King: his name, the characteristics of his 
peaceful reign after his great victory, and the guar- 
antee of the accomplishment of the prophecy. The 
name is best understood as fourfold, the first two 
epithets being taken together, that is ‘‘ Wonderful 
Counsellor,” just as the remaining words are grouped 
in pairs. All the four clauses are one name, not four 
names, by which is indicated the many-sided com- 
pleteness of the King’s character and activity. Fur- 
ther, the name seems to overleap the bounds which 
the Old Testament so reverently guards against 
the smallest transgression, between God and man. 
‘*Mighty God, Everlasting Father,” and in a less 
degree, Wonderful Counsellor and Prince of Peace, 
sound far too lofty to be applied to any man. Now, 
of course to attribute to Isaiah any conception of an 
incarpation would be unhistorical and contrary to 
the progressive character of revelation, but clearly 
he must have conceived of this king as invested 
with an exceptional measure of divine gifts. His 
wisdom, conquering might, changeless paternal care, 
and the stable peace of the dominion which he exists 
to exercise are beyond human nature. In some way, 
God is to be in him as he is notin others, and his 
reign is to be God's reign on earth, as none of the 
most glorious and God-sustained reigns had hitherto 
been. And certainly the deliverance which this 
king is to bring demanded such a transcendent per- 
son, and such a fulness of possession of the indwelling 
God as that name augustly, if mysteriously, indicates. 

How Isaiah expected his words to be fulfilled is one 
thing, what they needed for their fulfilment is quite 
another. The prophecy is not less a prophecy of the 
Incarnate Christ because the prophet did not him- 
self see all that it implied. He was wiser than he 
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knew. We have seen the solution of the enigma and 
can mark with thankful wonder how closely all the 
clauses of this great name fit to him. He is for us 
the wonderful counselor, because he is ‘‘ the wisdom 
of God.” He is the Mighty God, because ‘‘in him 
dwells all the fulness of the Godhead,” and he is the 
power of God. He is the Everlasting Father, be- 
cause his changeless love compasses his people around 
as with paternal and perpetual care. Heisthe Prince 
of Peace, because, having conquered in his tremen- 
dous battle, he reigns forever to bring peace on earth 
and between earth and heaven. The mystery of the 
person of Christ and the very heart of his work are 
wrapped in the name which Isaiah pronounced, 
though centuries were needed to disclose its full sig- 
nificance and to reveal the King to whom it Selaged. 

The characteristics of the King’s peaceful reign 
are continuous growth, unbroken peace, unshaken 
solidity, tfect righteousness. ther dominions 
reach their height and decline and fall; this one is 
ever extending its bounds and deepening its sway in 
individuals, ft will one day fill the world and rule 
completely in each subject soul. Other kingdoms 
are disturbed by wars; this one is kept in perfect 
peace. Other kingdoms may be shaken by rebellions 
and shattered; this one will stand firmer than the 
hills, and outlast the world. In other kingdoms law 
is but an approximation to perfect justice; in this 
they are one and the same. inally, exuberant and 
Utopian as the prophet’s dreams sound, they are 
sane, and are certain to be fulfilled, because the 
broad seal of Jehovah is set tothe prophecy. ‘The 
zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” Impos- 
sible as the radiant vision seemed, shining above 
the gloom and misery of a sad present, that ‘‘ zeal,” 
which is a pure flame of love, and is just therefore 
capable of becoming a ‘‘ consuming fire,” will bring 
it to pass. Isaiah points to the guarantee and source 
of the coming of the victorious King, and means sub- 
stantially the very same as John’s great word, ‘‘God 
so loved the world, that he sent his only begotten 
Son,” 
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The more we see Him in our children, the more 
likely we are to see our children in him. 
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The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


UT there shall be no gloom to her that was in 
anguish (v.1). There may be anguish without 
gloom! It is gloom which is the principal in- 

gredient of anguish. Sorrow castsashadow. Those 
who suffer feel themselvesindarkness. Pain puts out 
the light of life. Like the bat, agony is a creature of 
night. We are bewildered and blinded by it. Now, 
Isaiah rege ‘* There shall be no gloom to her that was 
in anguish”; but I say that it is a still more wonderful 
thing that there is a way to live so that ‘‘ there shall 
be no gloom to her whois in anguish.” It is doubt 
of the wisdom and goodness of God which casts 
gloom over suffering. Get rid of your doubts to be 
rid of your gloom. I know a blind girl who is able 
during much of her time to locate six centers of pain 
in her fragile body. But she walks in the light. 
There is no gloom on her face and none in her heart. 
It is frightful to live forever in the gloom. It is 
frightful to cast gloom upon other lives. 

n the former time...in the latter time \. 1). 
You cannot judge life by beginnings, but by endings. 
It is what happens ‘at last’’ that counts. How are 
things coming out ‘‘in the long run” is what we want 
toknow. Inthe former time that old tramp yonder 
was the idol of fortune. Inthe latter time that poor 
boy whom we despised because he was barefooted 
and had “ bull’s eyes” in the seat of his trousers be- 
came a-judge on the Supreme bench. In the former 
time the American people were only a handful of 
God’s vagabonds scattered along the bays and es- 
tuaries of the Atlantic Ocean. In these latter times 
they are a puissant nation of eighty millions. And 
yet not three centuries have passed! We say that 
‘*Time works miracles,” and it sounds plausible. 
And yet, time of itself is as impotent as nothing- 
ness. What did time ever do? erg Time 
never acted, never spoke, never thought. ime has 
no power to turn a cherry red nor an apple yellow. 
A million eons of time could not ripen a boy intoa 
man, nor polish a pebble, nor crystallize a jewel. 
Time is only the period of duration allotted to the 
activity of the real agents of change, Water can 
change things, and so can powder and steam and 
lightning and frost and rain. Thought can change 
things, and so can love and will. Man can change 
things, and so cen God. But poor old Time couldn’t 
change a nickel into pennies in twenty thousand 
years! If you children want to change the poverty 
and ignorance of the present time into the riches 
and learning of a later time, you can’t trust to days, 
or even years, but must do it by your own purpose 
and will. 

The people that have walked in darkness have 
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seen a great light (v. 2). They are generally the 
ones whe do. People who live in the sunshine all 
the time hardly notice it at all. It is after a long, 
dark, stormy night that the daylight looks good 
enough to eat. If you ever find a man or woman 
who is filled with some great rapture, it will turn out 
that it is great by contrast. hey have never seen 
or heard or felt the like before, having been bred in 

verty and narrowness. It is against that dark 

ackground that this great or flashes. Don’t you 
be afraid of hunger, bread will taste all the sweeter. 
Don’t you be afraid of labor, rest will be all the 
dearer. Don’t you be afraid of sorrow, joy will be 
all the diviner. If you want your home to look like 
heaven, go down and try to help the people who live 
in hovels. Almost every one in the world sees a 
little light ; but if you want to see a great light, 
you'll have to wander about in some sort of great 
darkness. 

Thou hast increased their joy (v. 3). What this 
modern world needs is more joy. Not jollity, but 
joy. More joy in religion, more joy in labor, more 
joy in society. To experience this joy is a solemn 
moral obligation. Listen once more to this immortal 
prayer of Stevenson : 


If I have faltered more or less 

In my great task of happiness, 

If I have moved among my race 

And shown no glorious morning face, 

If beams from happy human eyes 

Have moved me not: if morning skies, 
Books, and my friends, and summer rain, 
Knocked at my sullen heart in vain ; 
Lord, thy most pointed pleasure take, 
And stab my spirit broad awake. 


And the government shall be upon his shoulder 
(v.6). What was the sweetest thought of your child- 
hood? ShallI tell you? It was that when the wind 
howled around the old homestead your father was 
locking the doors and closing the blinds and banking 
the furnace, and would carry all the burden of your 
ss on his broad shoulders. Have you ever 
crawled into a berth on an ocean liner and hushed 
your throbbing heart with the thought that the griz- 
zled old captain was on the bridge, and that the gov- 
ernment of the ship was on his shoulders? ave 
you never thought with solid comfort, when the toc- 
sin of war was sounding in ory and the cannons 
were booming along the shore of Asia, and the idea 
of a universal war was curdling the blood of human- 
ity, that Theodore Roosevelt, John Hay, and William 
Taft (with a host of other men as noble and as good) 
were down in benny ee oe carrying this government 
on their shoulders ? ave you never looked up at 
the stars, and, as they circled the heavens, oaring 
their way amidst the shoals of the ocean of infinity, 
felt a solemn and awful relief that their government 
was on the shoulders of Almighty God ? 

CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
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He began where we begin that we might come 
where He has gone. 


The Lesson in Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


Some of His Wonderful Names 

8. The Light-giver : 

No gloom... made it glorious... great light (1, 2). 
The dayspring from on high. . . to shine (Luke 1 : 78, 79). 
The light of men. . . shineth in the darkness (John 1 : 4, 5). 
I am the light of the world (John 8: 12). 
No need of the sun (Rev. 21 : 23, 24). 
2. The Joy~-bringer : 

Thou hast increased their joy (3). 
Everlasting joy .. . upon their heads (Isa. 35 : 10). 
Good tidings of great joy... a Saviour (Luke 2: 10, 11). 
The God of hope fill you with all joy (Rom. 15 : 13). 
Shall wipe away every tear from their eyes (Rev. 21 : 4). 
3- The Liberater : 

The yoke... the vod... thou hast broken (4). 
To proclaim release to the captives (Luke 4 : 18). 
The Son... make you free, . . . free indeed (John 8 : 34-36). 
Not under law, but under grace (Rom. 6: 14). 
For freedom did Christ set us free (Gal. 5 : 1). 


4- The Conqueror : 


The armor... shall be for burning (5). 
The nations for thine inheritance ( Psa. 2: 8, 
Jehovah strong and mighty, .. . 


mighty in battle (Psa. 


24: 8). 

Break in pieces . . . all these kingdoms (Dan. 2: 44). 
A sharp sword . . . smite the nations (Rev. 19 : 13-15). 
s- The World-ruler : 

The government... upon his shoulder (6). 
All authority hath been given unto me (Matt. 28 : 18). 
All things in subjection under his feet (Eph. 1 : 22). 
Name of Jesus every knee should bow (Phil. 2: 9-11). 
King of kings, and Lord of lords (Rev. 19 : 16). 
6. The Prince of Peace : 

Prince of Péace... peace... no end (6, 7). 
On earth peace among men (Luke 2: 14). 
Peace I leave with you ; my peace (John £4: 27). 
Peace to you. . . and peace to them (Eph. 2: 17). 
The peace of God... shall guard your hearts (Phil. 4 : 7). 
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7- The Just Judge : 


With justice and with righteousness (7). 
With Mepeoeenens shall he judge (Isa. 11 : 2-5). 
udge the world .. . by the man (Acts 17 : 31). 
¢ judgment-seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5 : 10). 
In righteousness he doth judge (Rev. 19 : 11). 
8. The Eternal King : 
From henceforth, even for ever (7). 
His kingdom . . . an everlasting kingdom (Dan. 7 : 27). 
Of his kingdom there shall be no end (Luke rf : 32, 33). 
Thy throne. . . is for ever and ever (Heb. 1 : 8). 
The eternal kingdom of our Lord (2 Pet. 1 : 11). 








Have you ever tried The Sunday School Times Les- 
son Picturesand Maps as a help in interesting your 
class in the lesson? Ten cents will pay for a quar- 
ler's set of different pictures and maps, each on a 
separate sheet of enameled paper. 











When you can understand the Wonderful, you 
will have no difficulties with His works. 
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Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


HOUGH the lesson text is taken from Isaiah, 
the story of Bethlehem must be first drawn out 
by question. To do this is not hard, as the 

school know it well. 

Call for the Golden Text. How long before the 
birth of Jesus was this said? Now put on the board 
the words Jesus is Wonderful. es, the more we 
know of his life, the more true this will appear. 
Draw out by questions some of his wonderful works, 
such as the feeding of the five thousand, the stilling 
of the tempest, the raising of Lazarus. All this 
shows that he was wonderful in his works. Put that 
word down. Now, having told some teachers be- 
forehand to be ready, ask them to give some of his 
wonderful words. me of these are ‘‘Come unto 
me, all ye that labor,” etc., ‘‘I am the bread of life,” 
‘* For God so loved the world,” etc. After four or five 
of these wonderful words have been given, put on 
the board the word Word. 

What kind of a prince does the prophet say that 
this Jesus is to be? The Prince of Peace. Put 
down those words. Now ask for the names of some 
great princes of war. Alexander, Julius Cesar, Na- 
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poleon, Grant. Which is better, to be a prince of 
war, or a prince of peace? Oh, if only men did as 
Jesus tells them, war would cease. Why? Because 
men would be ruled by love, instead of by hatred. 
Our great General Sherman once said ‘* War is hell,” 
and this is true, True love would cause all wars to 
cease, and prevent any more from beginning. Put 














down now the words Through Love. 
JESUS IS 
WONDERFUL PRINCE 
IN DEED OF PEACE 
AND THROUGH 
WORD LOVE 
New York Ciry. 
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Lf men could rejoice at the prospect of His day, 
how much greater will be our joy at its perfection. 


ed 
Hymns and Psalms for This Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 
** Hark, the glad sound !"’ 
** Joy to the world.” 
‘* Hark! the herald angels sing."’ 
‘* It came upon the midnight clear."’ 
**O little town of Bethlehem." 
** Children of the heavenly King."’ 


Psalm 92 : 1-10. 
(126: 1-4. 186: 1-4.) 
Psalm 8 : 1-9. 
(9: I-9. 
Psalm 40 : 1-10, 
(54: 1-5. 84: 1-5.) 
Psalm 80 : 1-10. 


12: 1-8.) 


‘‘ Hail to the’ Lord’s anointed." a ina doses 
‘Children, can you truly tell?’ (122: 1-5. 180: 1-9.) 
% 

His love is the light of all lives. 
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Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 
(Furnished by the International Bible Reading Association) 


Monday.—Isa.9:1-7..... 
Tuesday.—Jer. 23:16... . 
Wednesday.—Acts 9: 228 #6. 

Thursday.—Luke 3:2-7 . . 2 .-s.d 0 eo 
Friday.—Luke 2:8-19 ......... 
Saturday.—Luke 2: 25-35. ....... 
Sunday.—Matt. @: 1-11. ......4.-. 
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. « « « The Prince of Peace 
. The Lord our righteousness 
“Toss 6 0.2% 4.5 Ae 
. The Manger 
. The angels’ song 
. Simeon's song 

. . The wise men 


Illustrate the Lesson 


By Louis Albert Banks, D.D. 


The Joy Christ Gives 


HOU hast increased their joy: they joy before 
thee according to the joy in harvest, as men 
rejoice when they divide the spoil (v. 3). Mr. 

Spurgeon says: ‘‘ You have seen the grate full of 
coals all burning red, and the whole mass of coal] has 
seemed to be one great glowing ruby, and everybody 
who has come into the room out of the cold has de- 
lighted to warm his hands, for it gives out a — 
heat and warms the body even to its marrow. Suc 

are our joys. ... Ours is a joy that will bear thinkin 

over. You can dare to pry into the bottom of it an 

test its foundations. It is a joy which does not grow 
stale; you may keep it in your mouth by the year to- 
gether, and yet it never cloys; you may return to it 
again, and again, and again, and find it still fresh as 
ever. And the best of it is, there is no repentance 
after it. You are never sorry that you were so glad. 
The world’s gay folk are soon sick of their drink; but 
we are only sorry that we were not gladder still, for 
our gladness sanctifies. Christ is the fulness of joy'to 
his people, and we are bidden to enjoy him tothe full.” 


A Wonderful Saviour 

His name shall be called Wonderful (vy. 6). Donald 
Cargill, the Scottish Covenanter, said that in his 
youth he fell under deep conviction of sin, and no 
relief coming, he became so depressed that he was 
determined to make away with his life. But when 
he was standing in the early morning, before any- 
body was about, on the brink of the ‘coal pit into 
whose darkness he meant to throw himself, he heard 
an unmistakabie voice from the skies: ‘‘Son, be of 
good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee!" It was not 
only the advent of deliverance when deliverance was 
needed most; it was the beginning of an inward 
peace which never faltered nor fled from him. At 
the end, with the scaffold waiting where he was to 
die a martyr, he wrote that he had not been ‘ with- 
out an assurance of his interest in Christ these thirty 
years.” 


A Sympathetic Counsellor 

Counsellor (v.6). Anintetesting writer, comment- 
ing on this title of Christ’s, recalls how Solomon says, 
‘** Oil and perfume rejoice the heart; so doth the sweet- 


ness of a man's friend that cometh of hearty coun- 
sel.” A man throws his own soul into your case and 
says, ‘‘ My dear friend, I'll do anything I can to help 
ou; let me look at it,” and he takes as deep an 
interest in it as you do yourself; ‘‘If I were in your 
sition,” he says, ‘‘I stiould do so and so; by the 
y, there is a word wrong there.’’ Perhaps he tells 
you so because he is anxious to have it all right; and 
you can see that his drift is always toward the same 
end that you are seeking, and that he is only anxious 
for your good. Oh! for a counselor that could tie your 
heart into union with his own! Now Christ is such 
a counselor as that. He isahearty counselor. His 
interests and your interests are bound up together, 
and he is hearty with you. 


The Mighty God 

Mighty God (v. 6) A great English preacher 
says: ‘‘The heart of Christ became like a reservoir 
in the midst of mountains, All the tributary streams 
of iniquity, and every drop of the sins of his people, 
tran down and gathered into one vast lake, deep as 
hell, and shoreless as eternity. All these met, as it 
were, in Christ’s heart, and yet he endured them all. 
With many a sign of human weakness, but with con- 
vincing signs of divine omnipotence, he took all our 
griefs and carried all our sorrows. The divinity 
within strengthened his manhood, and though wave 
after wave rolled over his head, till he sank in deep 
mire where there was no standing, and all God's 
waves and his billows had gone over him, yet did he 
lift up his head, and more than a conqueror, at 
length, he put the sins of his people to a public execu- 
tion. They are dead. ag) | have ceased to be; 
and if they be sought for they shall not be found 
any more forever. Certainly, if this be true, he is 
‘The mighty God,’ indeed,” 


The Prince of Peace 

Prince of Peace (v. 6). Dr. Talmage once said: 
‘*Much has been made of the fact that the world was 
at peace when Christ came. Yes! but what kind of 
a peace was it? It was a peace worse than war. It 


was the peace of a graveyard. The Roman eagles 
had plucked out the world’s eyesight, and plunged 
their beaks through the heart of dead nations, It 
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ideal Son of David, of whom he thought as ruling 
Jehovah's kingdom forever. Of course the Christian 
claim is that this conception of the ideal Son of David 
is fully realized in Jesus Christ, and that he is enti- 
tled to be addressed in the terms used in this verse. 


AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


If the government is on His shoulders, the gov- 
erned are in his arms. 
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oF OR tHe YoxE oF HIS BURDEN, AND THE STAFF 
OF HIS SHOULDER, THE Rop OF HIS OPPRESSOR 
Tuovu Hast Broxen.”—The yoke is a simple 
agricultural implement, usually of wood, placed upon 
the necks of the two plowing oxen. First it keeps 
the animals in the required position relatively to each 
other; second, by means of the yoke the animals 
pull and draw the plowshare, which is attached to 
the middle of the yoke by means of the long _ 
which passes between the animals. The yoke, then, 
is the instrument which ties them to the work, and 
which represents the weight which they carry or 
draw. It sometimes happens that the yoke breaks, 
in which case the oxen are at once released from the 
weight and labor, and besides are free to leave their 
restrained position, and go at large and breathe 
freely. A yoke of iron (Beut. 28 : 48; Jer. 28: 14) 
breaks less easily than one of wood. 
Heavy beams of wood, from twenty to one hundred 
feet long and about eighteen inches in diameter, are 
carried by means of staves or poles, each about six 
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feet long, placed at right angles to the beam, and at- 
tached to it by ropes or chains. The men then shoul- 
der the staves at both ends, and thus a row of men 
on either side of the beam and parallel with it carry 
it upon their shoulders. I have seen men- carry 
heavy bales of cotton and large building stones, etc., 
by means of staves upon their shoulders, to which 
the burdens were bound with ropes. Can ‘the staff 
of his shoulder” be identified with such staves? 
‘* The rod of his oppressor” is the rod of the fellow 
officers and successors of Adoram (1 Kings 12: 18), 
who go near and far to compel man and beast to the 
service of the king, chief, governor, or, it may be, a 
foreign tyrant (see note on Lesson 1 of third quarter). 

‘* PRINCE OF Preace.”—Twenty times a day, in as 
many different tones, I hear the name of ‘* Abd-et 
Salam ” (‘‘ The Slave of Peace”’), for among Muham- 
madans and Druses ‘‘Slave of Peace” is a common 
name, while among Jews and Christians Sleiman, 
Silman, Salim, Salim, Saloom, Salami, etc., are boy 
names. Salimie and Selma are girl names. A foun- 
tain of a neighboring village is called Ain il Salam 
(‘* Fountain of Peace’’). li these names are forms 
of the Oriental word sa/am, or peace. If I visit a 
town, all the friendly people call upon me, but it is a 
‘* salam call,” and when I return their calls it is re- 
turning or paying back their sa/am. If I address an 
envelope or read a letter for an illiterate rE. he 
or she does not say ‘‘ Thank you,” but ‘‘Sa//im thy 
hands, sa//im thy mouth.” Not only ordinary so- 
cial letters, but bills sent in, often finish with the 
word sa/am, When shall such desire for sa/am be 
universally satisfied in real life? 
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The brightest promises are often born in darkest 
times. 


te 


“The Name All-Victorious ” 


By Alexander 


HIS great prophecy is deeply dyed by the circum- 
stances of the times in which it was spoken. 
They were times of distress arising from the 

dread of invasion. Hope of deliverance burned low, 
because faith in God was but a feeble spark. The 
prophet’s hope was like a pillar of fire, for his faith 
was unfaltering, and his purpose here was to recall 
the faint-hearted to the ancient promise to David of 
the perpetuity of his house and throne. The darker 
the sky, the brighter flamed the promise. Isaiah’s 
new utterance of it was f ionapme’& meant to breathe 
new hope into his desponding contemporaries, and to 
effect that purpose it must be cast into the shape that 
fitted the times, We know that no such conquering 
king as the prophecy pictured arose to bring victory 
to fudah, but though the vision tarried, it surely has 
come, in nobler form than he who saw it dreamed. 
He ‘and his generation were right in grasping the 
great hope of a victorious king of the house of David 
as a guarantee that Judah could not perish before 
the invader. 

The structure of the prophecy is remarkable. First, 
the sad present reality of dismay and gloom is de- 
scribed, then follows a sunrise that turns gloom to 
glory of light, and sets all hearts leaping with joy. 

he reason of the joy is then shown as being a great 
victory of Judah over the invader, which recalls the 
old days of the Exodus and of Gideon, and which 
ends in the routed enemy's whole munitions of war 
being piled in a great heap on the battle-field and 
burn Only after he has painted the victory does 
the prophet draw the portrait of the victor. There 
is something very impressive in this, as it were, de- 
layed disclosure of the person of the conqueror. The 
curtain is drawn back at last, and that figure stands 
out above the confusion, the blood and smoke of the 
battle-field, the victor in the fight but yet, with 
remarkable apparent incongruity, covering deep har- 
mony, the Prince of Peace. 

The first point, the present gloom, is the theme 
of the close of chapter 8, and is touched on in the be- 
ginning of the lesson. Judah had been in ‘‘ anguish.” 
** The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali”’ had 
been brought into contempt. These two northern 
tribes, from their geographical position, had been the 
most exposed to invasion, and had borne the brunt 
of many a raid which had never reached the more 
southern tribes. But even these border-lands are to 
be safe now. The same districts are again described 
as ‘the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 
the nations,” that is, the land on the western side 
of the Sea of Galilee, the eastern trans-Jordanic terri- 
tory, and the northern lands. Then the prophet 
takes a wider outlook, and includes all the nation in 
‘the people that walked in darkness.”” To them all 
a sunrise comes which wakes their hearts to joy, as 
the awakening birds to song. The joy will like 
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the rustic gladness when the harvest is reaped, or 
like the rejoicing of victors over great booty. 

In verses 3, 4 the cause of the joy is disclosed. The 
ancient stories of divinely wrought deliverances from, 
and victory over, a are to be repeated, and 
in v. 6 the ultimate fact which brings about both the 
joy and the victory stands out as Feing the advent 
of a king clothed with mysterious attributes and 
reigning for ever. ‘The diffused rays of light in the 
preceding exultant and triumphant prophecy are con- 
centrated on the one person. That is the very charac- 
teristic of prophecy, that its burden is not the foretell- 
ing of future events, but the announcement of a coming 
Person. In his train march joy and victory indeed, 
but it is He, not these, his attendants, who is the pro- 
phet’s theme. Therefore he who misses that central 
characteristic will never understand the genius of 
Old Testament prophecy, and he who has learned 
that ‘‘the testimony of ager is the spirit of pro- 
phecy” has the key which will open wards that no 
picklocks of scholarship can stir. 

Three points are important in this prophecy of the 
Davidic King: his name, the characteristics of his 
peaceful reign after his great victory, and the guar- 
antee of the accomplishment of the prophecy. The 
name is best understood as fourfold, the first two 
epithets being taken together, that is ‘‘ Wonderful 
Counsellor,” just as the remaining words are grouped 
in pairs. All the four clauses are one name, not four 
names, by which is indicated the many-sided com- 
pleteness of the King’s character and activity. Fur- 
ther, the name seems to overleap the bounds which 
the Old Testament so reverently guards against 
the smallest transgression, between God and man. 
**Mighty God, Everlasting Father,” and in a less 
degree, Wonderful Counsellor and Prince of Peace, 
sound far too lofty to be applied to any man. Now, 
of course to attribute to Isaiah any conception of an 
incarnation would be unhistorical and contrary to 
the progressive character of revelation, but clearly 
he must have conceived of this king as invested 
with an exceptional measure of divine gifts. His 
wisdom, conquering might, changeless paternal care, 
and the stable peace of the dominion which he exists 
to exercise are ond human nature. In some way, 
God is to be in him as he is notin others, and his 
reign is to be God’s reign on earth, as none of the 
most glorious and God-sustained reigns had hitherto 
been. And certainly the deliverance which this 
king is to bring demanded such a transcendent per- 
son, and such a fulness of possession of the indwelling 
God as that name augustly, if mysteriously, indicates. 

How Isaiah expected his words to be fulfilled is one 
thing, what they needed for their fulfilment is quite 
another. The prophecy is not less a prophecy of the 
Incarnate Christ because the prophet did not him- 
self see all that it implied. He was wiser than he 
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knew. We have seen the solution of the enigma and 
can mark with thankful wonder how closely all the 
clauses of this great name fit to him. He is for us 
the wonderful counselor, because he is ‘‘ the wisdom 
of God.” He is the Mighty God, because ‘‘in him 
dwells all the fulness of the Godhead,” and he is the 
power of God. He is the Everlasting Father, be- 
cause his changeless love compasses his people around 
as with paternal and perpetual care. Heisthe Prince 
of Peace, because, having conquered in his tremen- 
dous battle, he reigns forever to bring peace on earth 
and between earth and heaven. The mystery of the 
person of Christ and the very heart of his work are 
wrapped in the name which Isaiah pronounced, 
though centuries were needed to disclose its full sig- 
nificance and to reveal the King to whom it belonged. 

The characteristics of the King’s peaceful reign 
are continuous growth, unbroken peace, unshaken 
solidity, rfect righteousness. ther dominions 
reach their height and decline and fall; this one is 
ever se its bounds and deepening its sway in 
individuals. It will one day fill the world and rule 
completely in each subject soul. Other kingdoms 
are disturbed by wars; this one is kept in perfect 
peace. Other kingdoms may be shaken by rebellions 
and shattered; this one will stand firmer than the 
hills, and outlast the world. In other kingdoms law 
is but an approximation to perfect justice; in this 
they are one and the same. inally, exuberant and 
Utopian as the prophet’s dreams sound, they are 
sane, and are certain to be fulfilled, because the 
broad seal of Jehovah is set tothe prophecy. ‘The 
zeal of the Lord of hosts wil] perform this.” Impos- 
sible as the radiant vision seemed, shining above 
the gloom and misery of a sad present, that ‘‘ zeal,” 
which is a pure flame of love, and is just therefore 
capable of becoming a ‘‘ consuming fire,” will bring 
it to pass. Isaiah points to the guarantee and source 
of the coming of the victorious King, and means sub- 
stantially the very same as John’s great word, ‘‘ God 
- loved the world, that he sent his only begotten 
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The more we see Him in our children, the more 
likely we are to see our children in him. 
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The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


ue there shall be no gloom to her that was in 
anguish (v.11). There may be anguish without 
gloom! It is gloom which is the principal in- 
gredient of anguish. Sorrow castsashadow. Those 
who suffer feelthemselves indarkness. Pain puts out 
the light of life. Like the bat, agony is a creature of 
night. We are bewildered and blinded by it. Now, 
Isaiah says ‘* There shall be no gloom to her that was 
in anguish’’; but I say that it is a still more wonderful 
thing that there is a way to live so that ‘‘there shall 
be no gloom to her who is in anguish.” It is doubt 
of the wisdom and goodness of God which casts 
gloom over suffering. Get rid of your doubts to be 
rid of your gloom. I know a blind girl who is able 
during much of her time to locate six centers of pain 
in her fragile body. But she walks in the light. 
There is no gloom on her face and none in her heart. 
It is frightful to live forever in the gloom. It is 
frightful to cast gloom upon other lives. 

n the former time...in the latter time vv. I). 
You cannot judge life by beginnings, but by endings. 
It is what happens ‘at last” that counts. How are 
things coming out ‘‘in the long run” is what we want 
toknow. Inthe former time that old tramp yonder 
was the idol of fortune. Inthe latter time that poor 
boy whom we despised because he was barefooted 
and had ‘‘ bull’s eyes” in the seat of his trousers be- 
came a judge on the Supreme bench. In the former 
time the American people were only a handful of 
God’s vagabonds scattered along the bays and es- 
tuaries of the Atlantic Ocean. In these latter times 
they are a puissant nation of eighty millions. And 
yet not three centuries have passed! We say that 
‘*Time works miracles,” and it sounds plausible. 
And yet, time of itself is as impotent as nothing- 
ness. What did time ever do? Nothing! Time 
never acted, never spoke, never thought. Sime has 
no power to turn a cherry red nor an apple yellow. 
A million eons of time could not ripen a boy intoa 
man, nor polish a pebble, nor crystallize a jewel. 
Time is only the period of duration allotted to the 
activity of the real agents of change. Water can 
change things, and so can powder and steam and 
lightning and frost and rain. Thought can change 
things, and so can love and will. Man can change 
things, and socan God. But poor old Time couldn’t 
change a nicxel into pennies in twenty thousand 
years! If you children want to change the poverty 
and ignorance of the present time into the riches 
and learning of a later time, you can’t trust to days, 
or even years, but must do it by your own purpose 
and will. 

The people that have walked in darkness have 
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seen a great light (v. 2). They are generally the 
ones oe do. People who live in the sunshine all 
the time hardly notice it at all. It is after a long, 
dark, stormy night that the daylight looks good 
enough to eat. If you ever find a man or woman 
who is filled with some great rapture, it will turn out 
that it is great by contrast. hey have mever seen 
or heard or felt the like before, having been bred in 

verty and narrowness. It is against that dark 
| eet Be that this great light flashes. Don’t you 
be afraid of hunger, bread will taste all the sweeter. 
Don't you be afraid of labor, rest will be all the 
dearer. Don’t you be afraid of sorrow, joy will be 
all the diviner. If you want your home to look like 
heaven, go down and try to help the people who live 
in hovels. Almost every one in the world sees a 
little light ; but if you want to see a great light, 
you'll have to wander about in some sort of great 
darkness. 

Thou hast increased their joy (v. 3). What this 
modern world needs is more joy. Not jollity, but 
joy. More joy in religion, more joy in labor, more 
joy in society. To experience this joy is a solemn 
moral obligation. Listen once more to this immortal 
prayer of Stevenson : 


If I have faltered more or less 

In my great task of happiness, 

If I have moved among my race 

And shown no glorious morning face, 

If beams from happy human eyes 

Have moved me not: if morning skies, 
Books, and my friends, and summer rain, 
Knocked at my sullen heart in vain ; 
Lord, thy most pointed pleasure take, 
And stab my spirit broad awake. 


And the government shall be upon his shoulder 
(v. 6). What was the sweetest thought of your child- 
hood? ShallI tell you? It was that when the wind 
howled around the old homestead your father was 
locking the doors and closing the blinds and banking 
the furnace, and would carry all the burden of your 
safety on his broad shoulders. Have you ever 
crawled into a berth on an ocean liner and hushed 
your throbbing heart with the thought that the griz- 
zled old captain was on the bridge, and that the gov- 
ernment of the ship was on his shoulders? ave 
you never thought with solid comfort, when the toc- 
sin of war was sounding in an and the cannons 
were booming along the shore of Asia, and the idea 
of a universal war was curdling the blood of human- 
ity, that Theodore Roosevelt, John Hay, and William 
Taft (with a host of other men as noble and as good) 
were down in Washington carrying this government 
on their shoulders ? ave you never looked up at 
the stars, and, as they circled the heavens, oaring 
their way amidst the shoals of the ocean of infinity, 
felt a solemn and awful relief that their government 
was on the shoulders of Almighty God ? 
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He began where we begin that we might come 
where He has gone. 


The Lesson in Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


Some of His Wonderful Names 

s. The Light-giver : 

No gloom... made it glorious... great light (1, 2). 
The dayspring from on high . . . to shine (Luke 1 : 78, 79). 
The light of men . . . shineth in the darkness (John 1 : 4, 5). 
I am the light of the world (John 8 : 12). 
No need of the sun (Rev. 21 : 23, 24). 
2. The Joy-bringer : 

Thou hast increased their joy (3). 
Everlasting joy . . . upon their heads (Isa. 35 : 10). 
Good tidings of great joy . . . a Saviour (Luke 2: 10, 11). 
The God of hope fill you with all joy (Rom. 15 : 13). 
Shall wipe away every tear from their eyes (Rev. 21 : 4). 
3- The Liberator : 

The yoke... the vod... thou hast broken (4). 
To proclaim release to the captives (Luke 4 : 18). 
The Son... make you free, . . . free indeed (John 8 : 34-36). 
Not under law, but under grace (Rom. 6 : 14). 
For freedom did Christ set us free (Gal. 5 : 1). 


4- The Conqueror : 
The armor... shall be for burning (5). 
The nations for thine inheritance (Psa. 2 : 8, 
Jehovah strong and mighty, .. . 
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mighty in battle (Psa. 


Break in pieces . .. all these kingdoms (Dan. 2: 44). 


A sharp sword . . . smite the nations (Rev. 19 : 13-15). 
5- The World-ruler : 
The government... upon his shoulder (6). 


All authority hath been given unto me ( Matt. 28 : 18). 
All things in subjection under his feet (Eph. 1 : 22). 
Name of Jesus every knee should bow (Phil. 2: 9-11). 
King ofkings, and Lord of lords (Rev. 19 : 16). 
6. The Prince of Peace : 

Prince of Peace... peace... no end (6, 7). 
On earth peace among men (Luke 2: 14). 
Peace I leave with you ; my peace (John £4 : 27). 
Peace to you. . . and peace to them (Eph. 2: 17). 
The peace of God . . . shall guard your hearts (Phil. 4 : 7). 


7. The Just Judge: 


With justice and with righteousness (7). 
With Mgptosugness shall he judge (Isa. 11 : 2-5). 
udge the world . . . by the man (Acts 17 : 31). 
e judgment-seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5 : 10). 
In righteousness he doth judge (Rev. 19 : 11). 
8. The Eternal King : 
From henceforth, even for ever (7). 
His kingdom . . . an everlasting kingdom (Dan. 7 : 27). 
Of his kingdom there shall be no end (Luke r : 32, 33). 
Thy throne... is for ever and ever (Heb. 1 : 8). 
The eternal kingdom of our Lord (2 Pet. 1 : 11). 





Have you ever tried The Sunday School Times Les- 
son Picturesand Maps as a help in interesting your 
class in the lesson? Ten cents will pay fora quar- 
ler's set of different pictures and maps, each on a 
separate sheet of enameled paper. 











When you can understand the Wonderful, you 
will have no difficulties with His works. 
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Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


HOUGH the lesson text is taken from Isaiah, 
the story of Bethlehem must be first drawn out 
by question. To do this is not hard, as the 

school know it well. 

Call for the Golden Text. How long before the 
birth of Jesus was this said? Now put on the board 
the words Jesus is Wonderful. es, the more we 
know of his life, the more true this will appear. 
Draw out by questions some of his wonderful works, 
such as the feeding of the five thousand, the stilling 
of the tempest, the raising of Lazarus. All this 
shows that he was wonderful in his works. Put that 
word down. Now, having told some teachers be- 
forehand to be ready, ask them to give some of his 
wonderful words. me of these are ‘‘Come unto 
me, all ye that labor,” etc., ‘‘I am the bread of life,”’ 
‘ For God so loved the world,” etc. After four or five 
of these wonderful words have been given, put on 
the board the word Word. 

What kind of a prince does the prophet say that 
this Jesus is to be? The Prince of Peace. Put 
down those words. Now ask for the names of some 
great princes of war. Alexander, Julius Cesar, Na- 
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poleon, Grant. Which is better, to be a prince of 
war, or a prince of peace? Oh, if only men did as 
Jesus tells them, war would cease. Why? Because 
men would be ruled by love, instead of by hatred. 
Our great General Sherman once said ‘* War is hell,” 
and this is true, True love would cause all wars to 
cease, and prevent 4 more from beginning. Put 





down now the words Through Love. 
JESUS IS 
WONDERFUL PRINCE 
IN DEED OF PEACE 
AND THROUGH 
WORD LOVE 
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Lf men could rejoice at the prospect of His day, 
how much greater will be our joy at its perfection. 
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Hymns and Psalms for This Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.'’) 

** Hark, the glad sound !"’ Psalm 92 : 1-10. 
** Joy to the world.” (126: 1-4. 186: 1-4.) 
~ denen 0° Psalm 8 : 1-9. 

Hark ! the herald angels sing. (9: 1-9. 12:1-8.) 
‘* It came upon the midnight clear.’ Psalm 40 : 1-10. 
**O little town of Bethlehem.”’ (54: 1-5. 84: 1-5.) 
“Children of the heavenly King," Palm 80 : 1-10. 


: I-10, 163: I-10. 
‘* Hail to the Lord's anointed."’ aah fos mean annils 


“Children, can you truly tell?" (122: 1-5. 180: 1-9.) 
% 
His love is the light of all lives. 
oe 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 
(Furnished by the International Bible Reading Association) 


Monday.—Isa.g:1-7..... 
Tuesday.—Jer. 23:16... . 
Wednesday.—Acts 9:22 «6. . o «14 2 pene 
Thursday.—Luke 2:1-7 . ......«.... . The Manger 
Friday.— Luke 2:8-19 ......... . The angels’ song 
Saturday.—Luke 2: 25-35. ..... .. . . Simeon’s song 
Sunday.—Matt. 2:I-1r......... . . The wise men 
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How to Illustrate the Lesson 
By Louis Albert Banks, D.D. 


The Joy Christ Gives 


HOU hast increased their joy: they joy before 
thee according to the joy in harvest, as men 
rejoice when they divide the spoil (v. 3). Mr. 

Spurgeon says: ‘*‘ You have seen the grate full of 
coals all burning red, and the whole mass of coal has 
seemed to be one great glowing ruby, and everybody 
who has come into the room out of the cold has de- 
lighted to warm his hands, for it gives out a | 
heat and warms the body even to its marrow. Suc 

are our joys. ... Ours is a joy that will bear oe 
over. You can dare to pry into the bottom of it an 

test its foundations. It is a joy which does not grow 
stale; you may keep it in your mouth by the year to- 
gether, and yet it never cloys; you may return to it 
again, and again, and again, and find it still fresh as 
ever. And the best of it is, there is no repentance 
after it. You are never sorry that you were so glad. 
The world's gay folk are soon sick of their drink; but 
we are only sorry that we were not gladder still, for 
our gladness sanctifies. Christ is the fulness of joy'to 
his people, and we are bidden to enjoy him tothe full.” 


A Wonderful Saviour 

His name shall be called Wonderful (v. 6). Donald 
Cargill, the Scottish Covenanter, said that in his 
youth he fell under deep conviction of sin, and no 
relief coming, he became so depressed that he was 
determined to make away with his life. But when 
he was standing in the early morning, before any- 
body was about, on the brink of the ‘coal pit into 
whose darkness he meant to throw himself, he heard 
an unmistakable voice from the skies: ‘*Son, be of 
good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee!"’ It was not 
only the advent of deliverance when deliverance was 
needed most; it was the beginning of an inward 
peace which never faltered nor fled from him. At 
the end, with the scaffold waiting where he was to 
die a martyr, he wrote that he had not been ‘‘ with- 
out an assurance of his interest in Christ these thirty 
years.” 


A Sympathetic Counsellor 

Counsellor (v.6). Aninteresting writer, comment- 
ing on this title of Christ’s, recalls how Solomon says, 
“ Gil and perfume rejoice the heart ; so doth the sweet- 





ness of a man’s friend that cometh of hearty coun- 
sel.” A man throws his own soul into your case and 
says, ‘‘ My dear friend, I'll do anything I can to help 
you; let me look at it,” and he takes as deep an 
interest in it as you do yourself; ‘‘If I were in your 
sition,” he says, ‘‘I should do so and so; by the 
y, there is a word wrong there.’ Perhaps he tells 
you so because he is anxious to have it all right; and 
you can see that his drift is always toward the same 
end that you are seeking, and that he is only anxious 
for your good, Oh! for a counselor that could tie your 
heart into union with his own! Now Christ is such 
a counselor as that. He isa hearty counselor. His 
interests and your interests are bound up together, 
and he is hearty with you. 


The Mighty God 

Mighty God (v. 6). A great English preacher 
says: ‘‘The heart of Christ became like a reservoir 
in the midst of mountains, All the tributary streams 
of iniquity, and every drop of the sins of his people, 
ran down and gathered into one vast lake, deep as 
hell, and shoreless as eternity. All these met, as it 
were, in Christ’s heart, and yet he endured them all. 
With many a sign of human weakness, but with con- 
vincing signs of divine omnipotence, he took all our 
griefs and carried all our sorrows. The divinity 
within strengthened his manhood, and though wave 
after wave rolled over his head, till he sank in deep 
mire where there was no standing, and all God's 
waves and his billows had gone over him, yet did he 
lift up his head, and more than a couqueror, at 
length, he put the sins of his people to a public execu- 
tion. They are Gead. The ave ceased to be; 
and if they be sought for they shall not be found 
any more forever. Certainly, if this be true, he is 
‘The mighty God,’ indeed.” 


The Prince of Peace 

Prince of Peace (vy. 6). Dr. Talmage once said: 
**Much has been made of the fact that the world was 
at peace when Christ came. Yes! but what kind of 
a peace was it? It was a peace worse than war. It 
was the peace of a graveyard. The Roman eagles 
had plucked out the world’s eyesight, and plunged 
their beaks through the heart of dead nations, It 
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was a peace like that spoken of by a dying Indian 
chieftain when a Christian home miissionary said to 
him: * You have been a warrior, and I suppose have 
been in many feuds: but you must be at peace with 
all your enemies jn order to die aright.’ The dying 
chieftain replied: *That’s easy enough. I am at 
peace with all my enemies, for 1 have killed all of 
them.’ That was the style of peace on earth when 
Christ came: but the spirit of arbitration, which is to 
garland the tomb of this century and coronet the 
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brow of the coming century, is the result of the mid- 
night anthem above Bethlehem. ‘Two bars to that 
music, the first of divine ascription, and the second 
of earthly pacification, ‘Glory to God and peace 
toward men.’” 

New York Clry. e 


The beginning of His day is the end of our 
darkness, 
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For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 

Quarter’s Work: Stories about Prophets and Kings. 

Christmas Lesson: Isaiah, the prophet, tells of the 
coming of the Prince of Peace (Jesus, our 
King) 

Lesson Aim: On Christmas, with the whole Chris- 
tian world we celebrate His birth, and crown 
him Lord of all. 


INTRODUCTION. 

When Harry and Ruth went to school one winter 
morning, they felt so happy that they had to tell 
their playmates and teachers about the new bab 
brother who had come to their home. They couldn't 
tell what he looked like, for they had only peeped at 
him when he was asleep, and he seemed so little. 
The first question the children and teachers asked 
was, ‘‘ What do you call the baby? What is his 
name?” But they couldn’t tell. Sometimes it is 
easy to name the baby, and sometimes it is hard to 
decide. A few weeks ago, when the son of the Tsar 
was born in Russia, many names were —s for 
him, because he was a little prince. Before long, 
this new baby brother had several names. His real 
name was William Augustus Brown. Mother called 
him Precious and Darling, father called him Sonnie, 

randma called him Willie, Ruth called him Baby or 

rother, and Harry called him Little Bill or Gus or 
Bud for short,—such a lot of pet names, you sce, 
just as you have. 


LESSON. 

But I think there never was another baby who had 
so many names as the baby about whom we will 
study to-day. It will take us several weeks to learn 
only a part of them. What day is this? Whose 
birthday? Then you can tell some of the baby’s 
names. One strange thing about this baby’s birth- 
day was that Isaiah had told about it hundreds of 
years before he was born. God told him, and he 
told the people, because he was a prophet. 


I stands for Isaiah, a prophet of old, 
Who often the coming of Jesus foretold. 


This is why he told it. Many of the ple forgot 
God, and worshiped idols, until ten tribes were car- 
ried into captivity and only Judah was left. Then 
Isaiah told about the new kingdom. ‘‘ Unto us a 
child is born, unto us a son is given; and the govern- 
ment shall be upon his shoulder,” ... and his king- 
dom shall be for ever, etc. Isaiah told some names 
for this new King. It will help us to remember 
them if we write them in this big Christmas star 
which I have made. (Prepare the star beforehand, 
as large as the board will allow. Write, ** A Child is 
Born, A Son is Given,.’’ Later explain and write 
each name.) ‘‘ His name shall be called Wonhder- 
ful,’’ etc.,—wonderful, because his life was to be the 
most wonderful ever lived on earth. Next, ** Coun- 
selior.’””’ When you ask: your mother what to do, 
and she tells or advises you what is best, she is 
your counselor; so this king was to teach peo le 
the best things to do, ‘ Mighty God,’’ be- 
cause he was the Son of God, who controls the 
mighty winds and ocean, the mighty thunder, 
earthquakes, etc. ‘* The Everlasting Father,’’ be- 
cause his kingdom should never end,—just as we 
Say in the Lord’s Prayer, ** Our father, . . . thy king- 
dom come,... thine is the kingdom, . . . for ever.” 
But the last name is the sweetest, the ‘* Prince of 
Peace.”’ After so many wars, the people must have 
watched for the coming of the Prince of Peace. In 
the New Testament it tells when and how he came. 
(In addition to Isaiah's prophecy, the Lesson Com- 
mittee recommends Luke’s story of Christ's birth : 
Luke 2: 1-20.) Isaiah died, also all the le who 
lived at that time ; but each new Jewish family kept 
watching and hoping that the child might be born 
into their home. One hundred years went by, an- 
other hundred and another, and people wondered 
whether this Prince of Peace would ever come. More 
than seven hundred years passed, then (as a solo, if 
possible) : 


In the little village of Bethichem 
There came a child one day; .. . 
*Twas the birthday of a King. 


(Tell Luke’s story in detail.) You see, he wasn’t 
born in a king’s palace, like a little prince, but was 
just a r little baby, lying in a manger. (Sing 
one of the descriptive Christmas songs: ‘‘ Awayina 
manger,” or ‘‘ Christ was once a little baby,” or 
‘* Dear little stranger.”) Not many people knew 
about him because he was so poor, but God and the 
angels knew, and they sang so that the shepherds 
heard the “‘ good tidings of great joy” for all people. 
** Unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” ‘“ ree! to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” (Add Glory to God,’’ and ‘‘ Good will.’’) 
Sing : 

e Joy to the world, the Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King, etc. 


After so many years, Isaiah’s message had come 
true : 
So to-day the whole glad earth 
Praises God for that child’s birth, 
Long ago on Christmas, 


This is what Christmas means, and to-day, in 
other churches in our land and in other lands, Chris- 
tian people are rejoicing because of the coming of the 
Prince of Peace, whose kingdom shall never end, 
and they gladly honor his name. Sing: 


All hail the power of Jesus’ name, 
And crown him Lord of all. 








Note; This Christmas lesson furnishes a most 
appropriate introduction to the next quarter’s lessons 
from Fohn's Gospel, in which the various names of 
Jesus are emphasized. genes ey in large print 
would be a splendid Christmas gift, and can be se- 
cured from the American Bible Society for six cents, 

Peoria, ILL. . 


The best way to honor our King is to extend his 


kingdom. 
20 


The Young Folks’ Class 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


EGIN with chapter 8: 16. Explain the whole 
passage as a wonderful a vision of 
national glory with a background of deepest 

gloom. If you study it till you comprehend the vision 
you may find it a text rich in meaning to be applied 
to our own times. We see Russia an eos at war, 
battle-fields strewn with thousands of slain young 
men, the flower of strength of both nations. vents 
might occur at any moment which would involve 
other nations in tho terrible carnage. What light or 
comfort does the Bible offer us in such a time as this? 
This passage reveals to us: 

The Attitude of the Believer in God. (8 : 16-22.) 
The prophet had failed in trying to persuade Ahaz, 
the king of Judah, to heed his warnings against 
entering into alliance with other nations and to stand 
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on the defensive against the kings of Israel and 
Syria. Read chapters 7:18 to 8 : 15, which closes 
with the vivid picture of Jehovah as a rock of stum- 
bling and a trap to both the kingdoms of his ple 
who ignore his mercy (vs. 14, 15). What could the 
prophet do for himself to keep from despair? Only 
this: ‘*I will wait for Jehovah, that hideth his face 
from the house of Jacob, and I will look for him”’ 
(v. 17). What could he do for the people? They 
were seeking counsel from fortune tellers and 
wizards, who pretended to call up the ghosts of the 
dead to advise them what to do (v. 19). The prophet 
could only tell them to look to the Word of God for 
guidance, and that if — could not find it there no 
light on their path would appear from any other 
source (Vv. 20). 

Point out on the map the districts of northern 
Israel which had suffered most from foreign inva- 
sion—Zebulun and Naphtali, the regions beyond, 
that is, to the east of the Jordan, and Galilee of the 
nations; that is, the northern border of Palestine 
(9: 1). Describe their misery when they were robbed 
of their sessions, swept away by the Assyrians, 
cursing their king and their God, when they looked 
upward in vain for help, and saw on earth only ‘“ dis- 
tress and darkness, the gloom of anguish”’ (8 : 21, 22). 
This was the condition toward which the prophet saw 
the whole people blindly drifting, as he waited for 
Jehovah. 

The Vision of Deliverance and a Deliverer. The 
prophet sees the deliverance first—sees it surely 
coming. A gone light breaks forth on the people 
walking in the darkness of oppression and in the 
shadow of death by. war (v. 2). It includes: 

(a.) Joy. Instead of the wasting of young men 
on battle-fields they multiply in lusty strength, and 
their happiness is like that of a nation whose har- 
vests are bounteous, whose wealth is as though they 
were dividing the spoils of conquered peoples (v. 3). 

(6.) Freedom (v. 4). Oppression from arrogant 
foes without and from selfish rulers within has van- 
ished, and instead men govern in righteousness, 
truth, and love. This is a picture often ir the 
prophet’s thoughts (11 : 6-9; 65 : 18-25). 

(c.) Peace (v. 5). Armed men, the tumult of bat- 
tle and bloody garments will disappear as though 
consumed by fire. Wars will come to an end, be- 
cause the nations will submit to Jehovah’s righteous 
rule (2: 4; 32: 16-18). Ask your pupils to search out 
these pictures, of which there are many in the books 
of the prophets. 

This deliverance of mankind from poverty, oppres- 
sion, cruelty, and war will be accomplished by a 
deliverer, whom men will name, because of his wis- 
dom, ‘‘ Wonderful Counsellor ;” because of his courage 
and strength, ‘‘ Hero-God;” because of his protecting 
care, ‘‘ Eternal Father;” because of the results of his 
government, ‘‘ Prince of Peace” (vs. 6, 7). 

Describe the great progress made in recent years, 
and now making, of arbitration between nations to 
settle differences which formerly caused terrible 
wars. Sketch the history of The Seane Conference, 
the settlement a few weeks ago of the difficulty 
between Russia and Great Britain occasioned by the 
firing of the Baltic Fleet on the British fishing ves- 
sels. Speak of the proposition of our government 
for a second peace conference. Show that the basis 
on which peace is successfully sought to be main- 
tained is the principles of righteousness and brother- 
hood taught by Jesus Christ. Show that the glorious 
vision of Isaiah is being realized before our eyes as 
never before, because our Lord is being proclaimed 
the Prince of Peace, fulfilling the prophecies of 
many centuries ago. Thus you can make it clear 
that this Christmas is the greatest for the world since 
the angels proclaimed at the birth of Christ the 
message of peace to mankind (Luke 2: 14). 

Boston. 


He is the Prince of Peace because He has paid the 
price of peace. 
ae al 


For the Senior Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 
The Messianic Hope 


I, THe GENERAL PREPARATION. 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 

The key to the understanding, not alone of the earl 
rophecies of Isaiah, not even of prophecy in seaneeh, 
ut of the whole course of Scripture, is the Messianic 

expectation. This hope, however, is often, perhaps 
usually, overstated, as if in the days of the great 
prophet both he and those to whom he spoke had a 
vision of our Lord himself, and were definitely an- 
ticipating his life and work. 

In a very general way this was true, but not, ap- 
parently, in a specific sense. We may legitimately 
estimate the significance of the prophecies by study- 
ing the life and teachings of Jesus, but when we con- 
sider the history of prophetic thinking, we discover 
that it exhibits a gradual broadening and definition. 
The prophet Isaiah, with his constructive capacity, 
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Illustrated Lesson 
Quarterlies 
are peculiarly fitted for Sunday- 


school grading and therefore 
easily adapted to any , 
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The Littic Ones’ shows the 
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Quarterly ‘ 

pictorial side of the lessons. 
4 
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The Junior ly combines the pic- 
torial with the most practical applica- 
tion. 


The Intermediate 


Quarterly presents 
the practical, pictorial, and the thought- 
ful aspects of the lessons. 
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The Illustrated (Senior) Quarterly de- } 
: 
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velops the lessons upon the broad, 
thoughtful, and serious lines of modern 
Sunday-school teaching. 


The Home it Quarterly is 
peculiarly arranged and adapted to in- 
terest and benefit those outside of the 
immediate Sunday-school. P 

( 
‘ 


~~ 


Each editor is a well known authority in 
his sphere, and our quarterlies are 
the result of the best thought 
in each special field, 


PPP BPPLP DLP PPL DDD 


Teachers’ lies. The greatest as- 
sistance to teachers who are anxious to 
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POPOL 


and concise form. The special notes 
for teachers are written by Rev. A. F. 
Schauffler, D.D., and Mrs. M. G. Ken- 
nedy, and contain many suggestions 
of new methods of practical work; 
methods which they have tried and 
found successful. 


Superintendents are invited to send 
Jor sample quarterlies. 
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120 Boylston Street, BOSTON 
Western Branch: 192 Michigan Ave., Chicago. 
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BOOKS BY DR. TRUMBULL 
HOW TO DEAL WITH DOUBTS 
AND DOUBTERS 

Practical aid for meeting the honest doubts and 
inquiries of Christian believers, and others whom 
they would help. A good book to place in the 
hands of a young man who is beginning to ques- 
tion the old landmarks. 

Cloth, 131 pages. Postpaid, 65 cents. 


INDIVIDUAL WORK FOR 
INDIVIDUALS 


A Record of Personal Experiences and 
Convictions, 

One of the most popular and practically pelatel 
religious books of the oy. The paper edition has 
been very widely used by Church Societies and 
Associations ; 13, copies have n orde: 
by The Presbyterian Evangelistic Committee. 

Cloth, 75 cents ; paper, 35 cents. 
The International m 
Young Men's Christian Associations 
3 West agth Street, New York. 


Like fo Know YourBible? 


Yes? Read this. 


Scofield Bible 


> | Correspondence 
me Course. 


@ Bible Tustitute to every door.’’ 
Analysis entire Scripture. Bible sole text-book. 
Diploma after examination. “‘ Every student a 
of Dr. C. I. Scortgtp, the noted Bible Teacher. 
Begun at any time. Six hundred pages of systematic 
instruction. Inquiries solicited. nformation and 
Prospectus furnished Free by 
FRANCIS E. FITCH, Publisher, 


___— Room No. 80, 47 Broad St., New York = 
1905 only 25 cts. The 

IST OF THE 
LESSONS 


By R. A. Torrey 


Bound in full leather. 
stantial, attractive, 
gold embossed, 160 pages. 


Fleming H. Revell Co. 


New York, 158 Pifth Ave. 
Chicago, 63 Washington St. 

BIBLE BOYS.—Most popular Bible Game on the 
market. Simple, fascinating ; gives necessary amuse- 
ment to young and old, and interest in The Bible. 25 


cents postpaid. Evangelical Pub. Co., Chicago 
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| his far-sightedness, and breadth of view, 


gave to a previously nebulous concep- 
tion a definiteness and vigor never lost. 

The reigns of David and Solomon es- 
tablished the kingdom, fostered a truly 
national spirit, and in the mind of the 
prophetic historians of the next four 
centuries created an outlook which was 
nothing short of a world-commission, ex- 
pees the whole course of precedin 

istory from Abraham down. Israe 
was to be in some sense a chosen na- 
tion, in reserve for the achievement of 
divine ends. 

The first popular interpretation of this 
idea was naturally petty. Elijah and 
Elisha were fighting for the more fun- 
damental fact of loyalty to Jehovah. 
Amos, Hosea, and Isaiah take loyalt 
for granted, and the expectation as well, 
and argue on that basis. 

Amos (3: 1, 2) declares that a people 
thus distinguished must uphold divine 
standards of righteousness. Hosea, de- 
ploring the actual state of morals and 
religion (4 : 1-2, 6, 11-14, etc.), and fore- 
seeing certain judgment (4: 3; 5: 8, 9; 
8 : 1-7), yet declares that a loving Je- 
hovah, the Father of his people, cannot 
punish vindictively, but only with a re- 
demptive purpose (11 : 1, 8-11; 13: 4,14; 
14: 1-8). These ideas Isaiah, their close 
successor, reaffirms and broadens (t to 
10: 4). Jehovah must punish delibe- 
rately corrupt Judah. ut since his 
purpose is redemptive (1 : 24-27), there 
will surely emerge from the disaster at 
least a small section of the people who 
will be truly repentant,—the ‘‘rem- 
nant” (6 : 13). Through it Jehovah 
will realize his plan. It will require 
leadership, protection, education, all be- 
ing furnished through one whom he will 
raise up (9 : 3-7). hen he would come, 
and what in particular he would do, 
Isaiah leaves obscure. The fact of 
leadership, rather than the detail of it, 
he proclaimed. 


II, REFERENCE LITERTAURE. 


Note by the Editor.— Professor Sanders has pre- 

red a leaflet naming useful books bearing on the 
ew Testament studies of the first six months of 
1905, and containing also practical suggestions on 
the conduct of a Senior Bible Class. hile only 
the Bible and The Sunday School Times are neces- 
sary to follow these Senior Bible Class outlines, the 
advantage of a judicious reading in a few care- 
fully selected books bearing on the passages under 
study can hardly be overestimated. The leaflet will 
be sent for a two-cent stamp by the Publishers, 103 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 

‘*The Messages of the Earlier Proph- 
ets,"by Sanders and Kent, is designed 
to make clear by a ogee the state- 
ments of the prophets, so that any one 
can follow for himself their chain of 
ideas. ‘‘Israel’s Messianic Hope,” by 
Professor G. S. Goodspeed, is one of the 
best general references on this theme. 
The article ‘‘ Messiah,” by Stanton, in 
the Hastings Dictionary of the Bible, is 
capital. 

III. Questions For Stupy anp Discus- 
SION. 

To be allotted in advance, by the leader, for care- 
fal consideration, to members of the class.] 

1. Lsrael the Selected Nation. (1.) 1s 
the belief that God has never left him- 
self without a witness in the hearts of 
| 





men destructive of the idea that he chose 
Israel? (2.) Has Israel been the only 
chosen nation in history? (3.) On what 
| basis was sheor any other nation chosen ? 
2. The Davidic Impulse. (4.) How 
| did David make such an idea as the 
Messianic possible? (5.) What form did 

| it take in his generation? 

3. lts Prophetic Advancement. (6.) 
How did Elijah, Elisha, and the other 
rophetic leaders of the ninth centur 
Be affect the Messianic idea? (7.) Al- 
| though Amos says nothing about the 
| Christ, was he therefore a non-contribu- 
|tor to the Messianic hope? (8.) What 
two striking steps of advance did Hosea 
take? (9.) How did Isaiah bring out 
clearly the implied ideas of his prede- 

cessors ? 

4. The Real Idea. (10.) Is the Mes- 
sianic idea the expectation of a king or 
of a kingdom ? 


| 


IV. Leapinc THovuGHT. 

[For general discussion under the direction of the 
leader. ] 

In Isaiah 42: 1-4 we find the com- 
plete portraiture of the ‘‘ divinely elected 
and supremely gifted” man of service. 
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* You can 


yt 


into busy, clean-minded youngsters in a way they 
will like. Right now there is better business 
than corner loafing ready for every one of them. 
They look out of place where they are. You’ve 
been wondering what you can do to help them? 
Let us give you a plan for use to-day—before 
they get fond of doing nothing. 

You know how much it is worth to a grow- 
ing boy to be kept busy. May we help you to 


help him—that boy with so much in him and as 
THE CURTIS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
The Oldest and Largest 
ings, and handy volumes characterize the Holman 
The Holman is the original Self. Pronouncing Bible. 
n than a Holman 










































hard to manage as a Colt? 
We can help you get him off that corner. 
Is it worth a postal-card inquiry? Address 
THE SATURDAY EVENING POST 
84 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
XL, Gu S| 
s 
o When you want a Bible that is easy to 
read, convenient to carry and durably 
bound, buy a HoLman, made by 
Bible House in America 
The Holman Co, were the first to make it possible for every person to be- 
come the owner of a high grade Teacher's Bible at a fraction of the former 
cost. Thin, strong paper, flexible and durable bind- 
Teacher's Editions. The India paper Hotman Bibles are printed on the 
most opaque thin printing paper made. 
Holman Bibles contain the newest maps, the latest and best helps, and the 
most complete dictionary and concordan 
The Linear, 
Parallel edition gives both versions ata glance. Holman Quarto Bibles 
are the recogn standards everywhere. Family and Pulpit Editions 
in bye Peon languages. We have special bindings for pulpit 
““Dibtenatwaye make suitable gifts and no Bible will give better satis- 


Holman Bibies are carried in stock by all book sellers. If not 
on sale in your community, write us and we will see that 
you are supplied. 

A. J. HOLMAN & CO., Publishers, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 





PREPARED ANNUALLY BY J. W. AXTELL. 

, contains the Lesson 
The Superintendent’s Handbook Tee the “Golden 
Text, Weekly and Quarterly Review Plans, School Read- 
ings, Musical Suggestions, an Outline Program and Sta- 
tistical Blanks for a ny F the year, with Bible 

mendings, Connectin m Matter from precedin 
ay and the List of Lessons for 1906. Handsome buff. 
leather, 130 pages, 35 cents. 


, contains the Lesson Text 
The Teacher's Handbook and the Golden Text for 
every Sunday in the year, with Daily Bible Readings, 
Brief Descriptions of Persons, Places and Institutions 
(all indexed) mentioned in the Lessons, connecting Les- 
son Matter from preceding years, the List of Lessons 
for Complete Class Records. Handsome buffing leather, 130 pages, 35 cents; 


ORDER FROM THE CUMBERLAND PRESS, 149 NORTH CHERRY GT., NASHVILLE, TENN, 
| Wholesale and retail orders promptly filled. Also for sale by the Presb n Board of Publica- 
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| for 1906, and Blanks 
cloth, 25 cents. 
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tion, Philadelphia, New York, Pittsburg, Chicago, St. Louis, and San Francisco. Also by The 
| Heidelberg Press, Philadelphia. » Seas. 


. Also by Smith & Lamar, Nashville, Tenn., and Dallas 





In dividual Comm union Service 


Made of several materials and in many designs. Send for full particulars 
and Catalogue No. 21. Give name of church and number of communicants. 


GEO. H. SPRINGER, Manager. 256-258 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 
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Bible Pictures 


Our Bible pictures have found a place in 
thousands of schools and homes, because they 
are, without a doubt, the finest collection ever 


published. 
We already have a list of over 500 sub- 


jects, and are constantly adding to it. These 

ictures can be used in connection with the 

nternational or any special series of lessons, 
and will be found so to illustrate the text that 
the mind will more readily comprehend the 
thought involved in it. Price, 1 cent 
each, No orders received for less than ten 
copies. Size of card, 6x8 inches. 


COLORGRAPHS 


The best carbon print fails to give an echo 
of the rich harmony of color which is the chief 
glory of the masterpieces of a art; but 
our new series of pictures, “ The Colorgraphs,” 
reproduce the lgeal’ faithfully, bot in 
form and incolor, in all their richness, strength, 
and delicacy. 

The “Colorgraphs” are 8x 10 inches in 
size, and each is enclosed in a neat deckle- 
e4ged portfolio, Price, 35 cents each, 


Catalogues and lists Sener jree vere owpeast. 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


Weerenn Brannon 120 Bov.isron Sr. 
CHICAGO BOSTON 














The Harmonized and Subject 


Reference New Testament 
By Rev. James W. Shearer 


“A very valuable arrangement of the text to give a 
clear, comprehensive view of our Lord's life and teach- 
ings, such as Law not been before presented.”’—Dr. 
F. EB, Clark, C. B. World. 

“You have done the world a service in this work.’ 

— Dr. R.D, Wilson, Princeton Theological PS. 
“One of t and most important ever prepared. 
*—Herald and I’resbyter. 

modern print, made into a 
Local, Topical, harelentend, and Subject Refer- 
ence Edition, b by cross reference of numbered Para- 
graphs with Headin f'. arranged eee to time, 
place, harmony, and traced fourneys. A dollar 

ook worth a hundred.’’— World Evangel. 
Each number marks the same Subject in all four 


Several maps well peppered. 


Gospels, Reviewers declare it “* Unique,” “ Graphic,’ 
** Ingenious,” “ Ori yy * Satisfactor * Sup- 
plements Revisers much- sent cd Veip.’ etc. 
Keduced for CHRISTMAS PRES 2 pages. 
New Indexes. Sent postpaid, cloth, = receipt of price, 


bi w od gilt $1.25. 
eference Company, Delaware, New Jersey. 


THE SIMPLE LIFE: 


By CHARLES WAGNER 


This is one of the greatest hooks of the present day, 
and President Roosevelt says of it: ‘1 am preaching 
your book to my countrymen.”’ 200 pages. Paper 
cover, 30 cents ; poe bound, 60 cents. Sent by mail, 

ists on recei; ayrice by J. S. OGILVIE PUB: | 
r NG ING COM AN 138 ose t Street, New York. 


Address Author, or The Su ject 





The Presbyterian Committee has increased its 
order for S 


DIES FOR PERSONAL WORK- 
from 


5,000 to 10,000 


Complete edition, cloth, 66 cents; paper, 45 
cents. Abridged edition, paper only, 25 cents; 
$2.50 a_dozen. 

The International Committee of 
Young Men's Christian Associations 
3 West agth Street, New Yor 





The Life Story of 
Henry Clay Trumbull 


(Continued from page 721) 


an honorable act, not by a ‘long chalk,’ 
but because it is an act so seldom per- 
formed. The umbrella we loaned him 
was a cotton one, partly worn. Such 
noble acts as these induce one to believe 
that there is in this world of trouble 
something besides mendacity. We would 
mention the gentleman's name did we 
believe he would not ‘ protest.’ 

««P, S.—We here beg to remark that 
we have another cot¢ion umbrella left, 
which we will loan to any of our friends 
upon the condition that td 


ia 





7 * * * 


Mr. Trumbull was soon to leave his 
boyhood home in Stonington. He was 
always gratefully and keenly conscious 
of his debt to the little seashore village 
with its sturdy independence, its world- 
wide interests, its privileges of education 


| in school and out. Before he had reached 


manhood Henry had become familiar 
with the life of the sea, its hazards and 
its charms, From the observatory in his 
father’s house he had seen the ill-fated 
** Atlantic’’ go to pieces foot by foot in 
the great gale of November, 1846. He 
had sailed under Captain Nat Palmer, a 
typical Yankee skipper, an undaunted 
master of circumstances. From his child- 
hood, Henry had lived in a home atmos- 
phere of classical culture, New England 
wit, and strict religious practises, and he 
had taken an active part in the local Sun- 
day-school work. At the same time he 
had been the social leader in the village, 
a light-hearted, winsome young fellow, 
with an eye to the esthetic in the life 
about him. 

Hic talents were given no rest. No 
sooner was he out of school than he was 
at work, a boy of sixteen, in his uncle 
Dr. George E. Palmer’ s dispensary, where 
he gained a knowledge of drugs, -an ac- 
quirement not lost with his teens. . Again, 
he was cashier of the Stonington bank 











Christmas Poster * Bethlehem” 


Printed in outline, linen cards, 5X7 inches, rs5c. per 
doz. Same, hand painted, $1.00 per do:. Address, 
Emelene A. Dunn (publisher), New York Normal Art 
School, 80 West Fortieth Street. 





VALUE CHRISTMAS PKTS. 


10 Choice Cards, 2 Fine Booklets, 
ep, Ziecant Calendar, all for 2c. 
Worth double. Money back if 

‘ou wantit. Catalog free. 
ance Brotugxs, Lebanon, 0. 











when about eighteen years old. He was 
| for a time the only clerk in the office of 
the treasurer of the railroad from Provi- 
dence to Stonington. ‘*Commodore’’ 
Cornelius Vanderbilt, whom Henry often 
| saw, was the president of this road, and 
this was his first railroad presidency. In 
this office, in the midst of the noise of a 
railroad and steamboat terminal com- 
bined, Henry learned how to work with- 
out distraction in the turmoil of distract- 
| ing sights and sounds, a faculty which 
was to become indispensable to his suc- 
cess in later years. 
In his childhood and adolescence, 
| Henry saw and came to know many men 
stood for righteousness and genius 
ben manifold forms of service to their 
fellow-men, — presidents like Jackson, 
| Adams, Van Buren ; preachers and teach- 
| ers like John Todd ; men of world-wide 
fame like Daniel Webster and Elihu 
Burritt and Charles Dickens ; 
aries like Daniel Poor, Albert Bushnell, 
| John Scudder, and Adoniram Judson. 


a Nor was he a mere observer, for when 


| Albert Bushnell spoke in the Stonington 
Congregational Church, in 1846, it was 
by means of a map of the Gaboon region 
| drawn in India ink by Henry Trumbull, 
| that the missionary explained to the | 
audience his field of work. 

All these experiences were germinal. 
They bore fruit with singular fertility, 
and in their kind. But among them all | 
none found deeper root than a single | 
word from Gurdon Trumbull, the some- 
what taciturn father of this warm-hearted, 
keenly sensitive, and generous boy. | 
Gurdon Trumbull knew the lad’s nature 
and its perils, Father and son were walk- 
ing together one day. Suddenly Gurdon 
Trumbull stopped, turned abruptly to 
his son, and asked with great earnestness : 

‘*Henry, would you like to be re- 


mission- | 
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spected and looked up to by all your 
companions, as you grow up ?** 

‘¢ Of course I would, father.’ 

‘* Well, if you won't drink, or use 
tobacco, or dance, or play cards, you 
will be respected by others, if you have 
nothing else than this to recommend 
you. You will be a leader through this 
self-control, even if the other boys have 
more brains or more friends than you 
have.'’ Then he relapsed into silence, 
But the boy understood. He was not 
to be of the crowd. And he never was, 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Ae 
The Sunday-School and Chautauqua Book- 


let, 1905. [Edited by Grace Leigh 
Duncan. Syracuse, New York: Lyman 
Brothers. 


For a number of years past tho daugh- 
ter of Dr. William A. Duncan, the Con- 
gregational Field Secretary and Home 
Department worker, has compiled this 
useful calendar of daily reading. Dr. 
A. F. Schauffler, secretary of the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee, introduces 
this new booklet, as he has before done, 
The plan is to give the title of the Inter- 
national Lesson under each Sunday 
date, with the selected passage, memory 
verses, and comparison of other Scrip- 
ture passages, and the Golden Text, 
while the week-day quotations include 
a verse of Scripture and a thought for 
the Sunday-school teacher from such in- 

iring pens as those of St. Augustine, 
th homas a Kempis, Trench, Bunyan, | 
ohn Wesley, Mrs. Browning, Charles | 

odge, Spurgeon, Charles Wadsworth, 
Newell Dwight Hillis, Beecher, Steven- | 
son, Henry Van Dyke, F. B. Meyer, | 
Maltbie D. Babcock, Miss Havergal, 
Henry Drummond, Dr. J. R. Miller, Rus- 
kin, George Macdonald, John Hay, Dr. 
Charles 
Trumbull. Information about Chautau- | 
little annual may well be used as a 
Christmas gift to a Christian worker. 








Happy Childhood 


Right Food Makes Happy Children Recause 
They are Healthy 


Sometimes milk does not agrce with 
children or adults. The same thing is 
true of other articles of food. What 
agrees with one sometimes does not 
agree with others. 

But food can be so prepared that it will 
agree with the weakest stomach. Asan 
illustration—any one, no matter how 
weak the stomach, can eat, relish, and 
digest a nice hot cup of Postum coffee, 
with a spoonful or two of Grape-Nuts 
poured in, and such a combination con- 
| tains nourishment tocarry one a number 
of hours, for almost every particle of it 
will be digested and taken up by the 
system, and be made use of. 

A lady writes from the land of the 
Magnolia and the mocking bird way 
down in Alabama, and says : ‘‘ I was led 
| to drink Postum because coffee gave me 
sour stomach and made me nervous. 
Again Postum was recommended by two 
well-known physicians for my children, 
and I feel > grateful for the 
| benefit derived. 

‘* Milk does not agree with either child, 
so to the eldest, aged four and one-half 
years, I give Postum with plenty of sweet 
cream. It agrees with her splendidly. 

‘* For the youngest, aged two and one- 
half years, I use one-half Postum and 
| one-half skimmed milk. I have not 
given any medicine since the children 

gan using Postum, and they enjoy 
| every drop of it. 
‘* A neighbor of mine is giving Postum 
| to her baby lately weaned, with splendid 
results. The little fellow is thriving 
eo Name given by Postum 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

"thane agrees perfectly with children, 
| and ——— adults with the hot, invig- 
orating beverage in place of coffee. Lit- 
erally thousands of Americans have 
been helped out of stomach and nervous 
diseases by leaving off coffee and using 
Postum Food Coffee. Look in package 
for the little book, ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville.” 








. Parkhurst, and Henry Clay | 
ua plans is appended, and the helpful | 
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Peloubet 


on Sunday-Schools 





The Front Line of the 
Sunday-school Movement 


Or, The Line of the Vanguard of Sunday- 
school Progress, with a Glimpse of Ideals 
Beyond. By Rev. F. N. PELOUBET, 
D.D. 283 pages. Cloth, $1.00. 
This new volume by Dr. P. bet is 
to open up to Su Bw s = and ‘leach- 
ers all the valuable information which this 
famous author has accumulated as to the best 
methods of teaching, grading, and preparing 
Ly International Sunday-school Lessons. It is 
k rich in practical suggestions and ideas, 
and should be in the library of every Sunday- 
school worker. 


The Old Testament Story 


By Mary W. Brownson, Professor ot English 
Bible in the Pennsylvania College fos Women. 
Divided into four volumes. Illustrated by full- 
page pictures. 128 pages. Cloth, 75 cents per 
volume. 

Volume I, Tue Patriarcuat Ace. Cover- 
ing the Book of Genesis. Volume ll. Tuz De- 
VELOPMENT OF THE Nation. Covering the 
Books from Exodus to Joshua. The author’s 

mspene is to phrase the sacred story as 

ithfully as possible ; to interpret, when neces- 

sary, and to add something of living interest 

to the narrative b son of personal ac- 

uaintance with Bible inade. Volume III and 
in preparation. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
120 Boylston Street, BOSTON 
Western Branch, CHICAGO 


is intended 

















ME-HALF NEW BONGS THAT WILL NEVER GROW OLD, 
ONE-HALF OLD SONGS THAT WILL ALWAYS 36 NEW. 


Devotional 


= Song * 


j,30¢- each by 5° 
publishers of the ian © 


the 
W & MAIN CO., New York and 


4n, LITTLE LIGHT 10: 


ige un Eee 
FOL 


Charlie D. Tillman. pees Bidg., Atlanta, Ga. 
1 0 0 New Money-Makin Plans for Untrained 


Women Anxious to Make Money at Home. 

Endorsed by Marian aorpne. “The biggest 7 

book lever read,” “A k to hand around 

possibly available plea | for one penny.” Price, clothe 
und, $1.00. Kay & Bro., Pubs., Springfield, O. 


By three famous composers. 


| Sonne, Fi pstepacetets 


ae. $28 per 160 will 
Published b Ry 














After about two months’ 
careful investigation of the 
entire Fountain Pen field, 
we succeeded in finding a 
pen which we could guaran- 
tee as first-class in every re- 
spect. We made the price 
$1.50, and have sold hun- 
dreds since we commenced 
advertising them. The pen 
is called The Sunday School 
Times Fountain Pen, and 
carries our guarantee. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 














» BECOME 


» NURSE 


tion to women can com- 
hat of the trained nurse. It 
S womanly lucrative work —hosts of 
our duates earning $12 to fs02 week, 
to whom we refer. € teach this 

fession by mail. An interesting booklet 
which —s defines our Courses and 
the nature of our work, will be mailed, 
without expense, to interested readers. 


The Chestaugua School of Nurs- 












No conn 





, 286 Main St., Jamestown, N. Y 






















LESSON FOR DECEMBER 25 









If you have any The Young People’s 


Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 


| 


trouble with lamps— 





any trouble whatever 


December 25, 1904. Topic: The Light of 


—send for my Index. the World (Isa. 9: 2-7). 





know of no lamp-|| Daity Readings for Preceding Week 


MoN.—A dark world (Isa. 42: 6-9). 
Tuxks.—A star shhes (Num. 24 : 15-17). 
WED.—A sun arises (Mal. 4: 1-6). 
THURS.—Dawn breaks (luke 2 : 27-32). 
Fr1I.—Light rejected (John 3 : 16-21). 
SaT.—Sons of Light (John 12 : 34-36). 


disease that it does not 








cure immediately. 





Show how |esus has shed light on morals. 


Show how Jesus has shed light on human 
relationships. 


Show how Jesus has shed light on the future. 


Costs nothing. 


ESUS is the world’s light on personal 
character. The world did not know 
what an ideal man was until he 

came, He showed mankind what God 
meant it to be, what it might become. 
Ever since we have looked to him for 
the perfect ideal of character : 


MacBeETH, Pittsburgh. 


PELOUBETS 


But Thee, but Thee, O Sovereign Seer of 





Time, 
SE LECT But Thee, O poet’s Poet, wisdom’s 
Tongue, 
But Thee, O man’s best Man, O love’s 
best Love, 









No other publication begins 


O perfect Life in perfect labor writ, 
the inspiration, faotreseions 


— infor- O all men’s Comrade, Servant, King, or 





mation found in Select Notes. The vol Priest, — 

ume for 1905 excels all tes = issues What if or yet, what mole, what flaw, what 
in many important res) Inductive lapse 
Studies, placéd at the sinning of each : 









What least defect or shadow of defect, 
What rumor tattled by an enemy, 

Of inference loose, what lack of grace, 
Even in torture’s grasp, or sleep’s, or 


lesson, leads the teacher to go direct to the 
Bible, and learn first from its pages what 
can be learned about the lesson. Every Sun- 
un adh ae ie Geek 






ee work should own a 2. See death’s, — 
cloth, postpaid, 1.25. Sold by all Oh, what amiss may I forgive in Thee, 
" pookeeliers Jesus, good Paragon, Thou Crystal 
Christ,’’ 


W.A. WILDE COMPANY 
Chicago 


Boston and +4 


Jesus is the world’s light on social 

problems. We owe to him the right 
‘|conception of the place of childhood. 
Art testifies to the uniqueness of the 
| message of Christ in this regard. The 
| world is a different place for little chil- 
dren gince he came. 





‘NUUUST ER eee eweeseecesseis, 


XS RPO) 


Aye, sure the babe is in his cradle blest 
Since God himself a baby deigned to be, 

And slept upon a mortal mother’s breast, 
And bathed in baby tears his deity, 


“ 


We owe to Him the right conception 
of the place of womanhood. His reli- 
| gion is the only religion in the world 
| that Pee Fe A Judaism does 
| now, but it did not in older days. And 
| the virtues which Jesus exalted were the 
| feminine virtues, gentleness and tender- 
| ness, not supplanting, but superior to 
| hardness and force. We owe to him the 
ideal of the home. By giving woman 








We Buy Your Combings 
Combings made into switches, $1.00 
Upon receipt of your name and address, we 

forward handsome decorated HAIR RECEIVER 

and CALENDAR, a real ornament for your 
dressing table. Representatives Wanted 

Everywhere. Enclose five two-cent stam 


e and package. THE LADIES’ 
Goobs M FG. CO CO., Baltimore, Md. 


STAMMERERS 


s for 


AIR 














We treat the t simply the habit. W | . eal 
phat natural cause, not simply the habit. We pro- | and child their right oe and teaching 
loro. J AN ABE ARNOTT INSTITUTE, BER the glory of unselfish love, Jesus cre- 
L Cc A } 


ated the noblest and divinest institution 
| in human society—the Christian home. 
If every family should become such a 
home, the social SL eay would be 


; | f 
Pe ge A; ) ay s mo ati me largely solved. So far as those prob- 
rich in natural wealth, tremendous in its | jems are industrial, other rinciples of 


scenic features, and with a future full of | Jesus cover them. The spirit of unsel- 
great promise. Every American is more or | | fishness, of fairness, of life for use rather 
less interested in knowing about this won- |than for gain, of brotherly love, con- 
derful Ith. A fi fold | tains the adequate solutions, when men 
pe hs O00 EP: orty-page folder, | have once adopted his ideal of personal 
with more than half a hundred beautiful il- 


| character. 
iustrations and a complete map of the state % 


in colors, has been issued by the Chicago &| Jesus is the world’s light on moral 
North-Western Railway. It contains, in con- | Parity, he a — ~~ joy aed s im- 
densed and interesting form, a mass of in- | | Panes ‘the eneteat* fainstiog be 
| taught right and equity. As against 
including a list of hotels at California totithst | the was s en and selfishness, 

ts with th ty. etc. Sent | he taught that it was nobler to serve 
gy Aenea esa, —_ "| than to rule, to minister than to be min- 
to any address on receipt of four cents in 


Ry. , | istered to. As against divorce, Jesus 
stamps. W. B. Kniskern, ?. T. M., Chi-| taught the eternity of true marriage. 
cago, Ill. All the world’s uncleanness and vice 








California Information 




















be accepted by the whole world. 
Jesus is the world’s light on religion. 


( Continued on next page) 


Advertisements have introduced you 
to some of the best things you have. 
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| for they are especiall 


would engeens if Jesus’ light came to | 








1854 -1904 


WALTHAM WAaTCHES 
ALWAYS FAITHFUL 


Ask your jeweler for a WALTHAM WATCH, He 
will supply it, no matter if he happens to have 
personal prejudices in favor of some other. Insist’ 
upon having a WALTHAM. There are other 
American watches, and other American watch i 
companies, but none of them can make WALTHAM 
WATCHES. The American Waltham Watch Company 
was the first American Company to make watches 
(half a century ago), and the first at the present 
time in the volume and quality of its product. 
WALTHAM WATCHES are all good and durable 
timekeepers—some of them are better suited for one 
class of service, some for another. 


ALL WALTHAM WATCHES ARE GUARANTEED 
For sale by all Jewelers 


AMERICAN WALTHAM WATCH COMPANY 
WALTHAM, MASS. 




















**To say that a Bible is 
e ie Oxtord 
The New Editions will 


Ay yt 


ve enact proving. 9 
prove . sees: 1004. 
JUST "ISSUED! 


A quart in a pint measure.’ 


Brevier Black Faced 


__ Large type in small compass. 
A A TIME SAVER! 


OXFORD 
Cyclopedic Concordance 


Containing Hel y Dictionary, Glos- 
saries, Concor ance, Maps, etc., in 
Alphabetic al Order, 75¢. and $x. 


THE BOOK FOR ALL 


S. S. Scholars’ Treasury 
Cloth, 25 cents. 
“Should be in the hands of every 
Sunday-school scholar in the land. 
—Christian Endeavor World, 1904. 





JUST ISSUED! 


OXFORD 
Teachers’ Bibles 


With New 2oth Century Helps ar- 
ranged in One Alphabetical Order. 


OXFORD 
S. S. Scholars’ Bibles 


— New Helps Under One Alpha- 











ost complete and best 
od of, all the helps in vari- 





SEND FOR CATALOGUE 


OXFORD | UNIVERSITY PRESS 
RICAN BRANCH 


91 and 93 ‘Fifth Ave., New York 














STEPPING-STONES © AMERICAN HISTORY 


By Hon, John D. Long, Hon. Henry Cabot Lodge, Reuben G. 
Thwaites, William Elliot Griffis, and ten other writers 
eminent as educators, historians, and statesmen 


The volume takes up in sequence the fourteen most prominent stepping- 
stones of our country’s history from the discovery to the forming of the 
National government. Each of the writers is an authority upon the period 
and topic which he treats. The whole is a unique, interesting, and valuable 
volume upon this formative period. 

Illustrated with fourteen colored pictures by Frank O, Small. 
Handsomely bound ; gilt top with deckled edges ; contains 391 pp. Price, $2.25. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY {Boylston Street, BOSTON 











~ SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS OF 1905 


Do you realize how difficult it will be to teach the philosophical Gospel of John to restless boys and girls 
during the first two quarters of 1905? 


The “ILLUMINATED (TRAVEL) LESSONS” 


ev. Wm. Byree Forbush, Ph.D., author of the “ my 4 Problem,’’ will help 
designed to make a powerful appeal to the minds and hearts of youn perge- The plan 

while the students are in the very atmosphere of the places where fi s life was spent. 

are arranged to accom WE. LON paeernations Blakeslee, and all Outline Lessons on the Life of Christ 


‘he SUNDAY MAGAZIN “ Jesus as a Man and as a Master has never been better pre- 
—_~ by any modern teacher.” 


by yer solve your diffi ulties, 


is to study Jesus’ Life 
The 





Send postal card for Dr. Forbush’s complete descriptive circular, or 25 cents for fhe handbook to 


UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD, Fifth Avenue and 19th Street, New York City 
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He alone perfec 
| of true religion, 
| ligions of letter, or ceremony, or forms. 


| is the fudamental de 
But Jesus bound indissolubly together 


| moral life. 


he was perfect. 
gion is to realize that we are the children 
of God, that we are té be of his nature, 
and because we cannot do this by our- 





















The Pocket Edition 








8 





| of th International Lessons 













A beautiful little book bound in fine leather 
and, gold, containing 


The Lessons for 1905 in both the 
King James and American Re- 
vised Versions. 


The Golden Text for each lesson. 
Fifty-two blank pages for notes. 


The Pocket Edition is a choice gift to class or 
school. It is just the thing for use at odd 
moments when the Bible or the lesson paper is 
not at hand. 


Issued in one edition only—tleather bound. 
. T ies, 
Price, 50 cents go cents each 
The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 






































6 Fine Souvenir Tea Spoons $1.50 


- One of the most pleasing souvenirs of the World's Fair, St. Louis, is the set of Six Full Size 
“Teaspoons, made especially to order for tho Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railway by the 
Oneida Community. Each bowl contains engraving of a different World's Fair Building, and 


handles ave handsomely engraved. They are of best material, finely finished, ornamentation is 
rich and deep, The spoons are fully guaranteed, thoroughly serviceable for every day use, it 
desired, and will last for years, Do not fail to order a set The spoons will please you. 
A set of these spoons mak riate and 
For Christmas pleasing Christmas ‘it, “cuber for children or gown teen oike. 
TO ORDER. Entire set will be sent, postpaid, in satin-lined box for $1.50 
anadian tan porn $1.75). Remit by Se of postoffice money order direct to 
Community, Niagera Palis, N. 
For comfortable travel between Chicago and Cleveland, Buffalo, St. Louis, New York 
and Boston use the Lake Shore. It affords the most complete service. Route of the fast 
“aoth Century Limited.” For “Book of Trains’’ and information about travel over this 
toad write A. J. SMITH, G. P. & T. A., Cleveland, Ohio. 
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pariectly zevesied the nature 
ther religions are re- 


ost of them do not totich at all, or if 


| they touch, do not exalt or purify the 
moral life of man. 


Mr. Townsend in 
ints out that this 
ect of Hindooism. 


‘Asia and Europe 


of God and their own 
hey must worship a per- 
fect God, and they must be perfect as 
e showed that reli- 


men's worshi 


selves, he gave his own life to us to 
make us of one life with God. 


% 
Jesus is the world’s light, not on this 
life alone, but on the life to come. With- 


out him we hope for immortality. With 
him we have immortality. He brought 


| life and immortality to light through 
| his Gospels. 
| he spake. 


No one else has spoken as 
No one else knew what he 
knew. 


He only could unlock the gate 
Of heaven and let us in. 


Since he spoke of ‘‘ My Father’s house,” 
men have had a sweet and real and new 
idea of heaven and the life to come. We 
know now what is before us beyond the 
veil. 

Are we living in his light ? 

Are we lights of the world .as Jesus 
was? He bade us be. 


oe ad 


Marion Lawrance’s 
Question Box 


The General Secretary of the International Sun- 
day-school Convention will answer here questions 
on Sunday-school matters—mof biblical questions— 
thet are of general interest. If not answered here, 
they will be “Guest to personally. Address “‘ Marion 








Lawrance’s Question Box,’’ The Sunday School 


Times, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





BUTTE, MONT.—What is the best use to 
make of banners in the Sunday-school ?—L. R. 

We have used a large flag, letting it be 
held a month by the department which had 
the largest percentage of attendance to enrol- 
ment present during the preceding month. 
Any other kind of a banner could be used as 
well as a flag. 





NEW YORK.—Will you kindly let me know 
through the columns of your paper, or direct, 
what would be the best method to employ to 
create an interest in a Sunday-school along 
temperance lines ?—L. M. B. 

In The Sunday School Times for Septem- 
ber 3, 1904, you will find articles on this 
subject. The question is answered there 
much more fully than it can be treated here. 





BLACKBIRD, DEL.—The scholars of my 
Home Department are saving their Sunday- 
school papers, to pass them on to some Sunday- 
schools where they are needed. I cannot find 
such a school. Can you tell me of one ?—M.F. 

Your pastor can no doubt give you the 
names of some Sunday-school missionaries 
of your own denomination on the frontier. 
They will be glad to get the papers, I am 
sure, 





- What, in your judgment, is the best way to 
file clippings which you wish to preserve ? 

The loose method is the best in my judg- 
ment. If scraps are pasted in a book, the 
whole book must be handled when you want 
to use any particular clipping. If the clip- 
ping is loose, it can be slipped in your pocket, 
or in a book, and used as occasion requires. 
Clippings to be of value should be indexed. 





SLOAN, Ia.—A few weeks ago you gave in- 
structions for making charts, maps, etc., on 
muslin, stating that any painter would explain 
the mixing of the colors, but I find them un- 
willing to do so. They consider it a trade 
secret. Can you help me out?—T. R. H. 

The tollowing answer is given by Allen 
& Parkhurst, Toledo, who are experts in this 
business: Use a muslin which is tull of 
starch, so much so that in looking across 
the surface of it toward a light but little nap 
is seen. This kind of muslin is nearly always 
found in the cheapest grades. Use dry ivory 
drop black, mix to a paste with water; add 
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HAD TO HIDE IT 


A mother wrote us recently 
that she had to keep Scott’s 
Emulsion under lock and key 
—her children used to drink 
it whenever her back was 
turned. Strange that children 
should like something that is 
so good for them. It’s usu- 
ally the other way. Scott’s 
Emulsion makes children 
comfortable, inakes them fat 
and rosy-cheeked. Perhaps 
that’s why they like it so 
much—they know it makes 
them feel good, 


We'll send you a sample, free 
SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pearl Street, New York. 
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CHRISTMAS 
CANDY 


is something hing you want pure, We 
tee our goods as strictly pure in i. and 
material, We use only the absolutely 
non-poisonous colors. We have a fine 
line of Bon Bons and Chocolates, finer 
than ever before, and prices no more. 
Send your committee to look at our 
goods and packages, for festivals and en- 
tertainments. We know we can suit you. 
Ay seen ya our office 33d and 
Market Ses. r. Chestnut ead th 
Sts..and 15 a x3th St, Philadelphia. We 


be very happy to show our reer and have 
your orders. 


CROFT AND ALLEN COMPANY 


guaran- 











GooD INCOMES —, ALL 
y get ear for our My | 


Teas, Coffees, Spices, Extracts 
and Baking Powd ar.’ Beautifel 
im ced “> with every 


rges . “For 
prompt -ys- -. a ay reat 
B.C. L., L., coy of The 


Se ye 280, aL ce company FG. 
COGS.1g We ere. 


A-CORN SALVE takes them out by 
the roots and they’re gone. No knife, 
no poison, no danger. 15c. at your 
druggist’s or by mail. 

Giant Chemical Co., Philadelphia 


Church Organs 


LATEST IMPROVEMENTS 


BOSTON NEWYORK PHILADELPHIA 
CHICAGO LOUISVILLE ST. LOUIS 


Main Office & Works F¢4thoa Gaeta mass. 
00k- 


ASTINGS \0O. 


EsTABLISHED 1827 

















Farr Prices ALL Sizes 


NEW LANTERN SLIDES 
of Travel, History, Science, Art, and Religion. 


The Christmas Story, illustrated by reproduc- 
tious of the famous Tissot paintings. 
Ilustrated Hymns and the Passion Play. 


New Views of Egypt and Palestine. Lecture 
Sets with ee readings. Lanterns and ac- 


William H. Raw 34,chsstnut, Street. 
een pe etl 


Artincrne 
BCACKBOARDS 


ATALOG AND PRICE LIST No. 29, FREE 
200 & 202 N. ub STREET, ST. LOUS, MO 


Mie Ce BELLS 


Tighest class bells in the world 
enccly & & Co.. Gan Wareretes West Troy P. O 




















THE GREAT CHURCE | 1GH(T 


+ 55 Peari St., New York. 





estigate free. 1. P. F 








LESSON FOR DECEMBER 25 








TOWN 








—_ 


The Cook of Spotiess Town you see 
Who takes the cake as you'll agree, 
She holds it in her fingers now. 

It isn’t light—but anyhow 

"Twill lighten her domestic woe— 
A cake of plain SAPOLIO. 


Where there is good cooking the 
dresser will always be full of well kept 
tins and cooking utensils. mtn, te 
from muffin rings to the heavy ing 
pans can be scoured with 


SAPOLIO 


till they look like new, and half the 
drudgery of cooking will be saved if 
there is never any accumulation of 
grease to fight. 

















If You Are Prudent , 


Why not be insured, and save money at 
the Same time? Our new. policy on the 
endowment plan is the best insurance 
contract issued, and is meeting with 

eat favor. Our booklet, ‘‘ How and 

hy,”’ sent free on request, you will 
find interesting, and perhaps instructive. 
PENN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO. 
921-923-925 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 


Che Sunday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, December 10, 1904 


Entered at the Post-office at Ehigdcyaia as 
“‘ second-class matter 


Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, or $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch), For 
detailed information, address The Religious 
Press Association, go1 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate sAdeente or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$ 1.00 copies less than five, will be sent 





















to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
4 One free copy addi- 
Free Copies  jonai will be allowed 


for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


‘The Sunday School ‘Times will be sent to an 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal 
the following rate, which ipacee postage ; 

One copy, one year, 6 s' — 

Five or more copies, ph addressed, 5 shillings 


each. 
For Great age) ~2 Mr. Wy ag 


of the 
nion at 


14 Pater- 
poster Square, Cc. "Cy wil ve yearly | 
or Te  subeerptions, he above ‘ne, the 
pa’ to Ry Philadelphia to the 
su ‘Sere, 


The paper t& not sent to @ sabeortiy the 
teme paid for, 9 # by special r reque. te 
Enough copies of any one issue of fhe 
enable a all the teachers vtl A Xn school toexgmine it, wilt 
be sent Sree, upon appl: 


Tue SunNDAY SCHOOL Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 







-THE SUNDAY SCHOOL-TIMES 


enough solution of gum arabic and water to 
prevent color from rubbing when dry; thin 
with water if n 3 any dry color ma 

be used instead of black, if preferred ; stretc 
the muslin, and use a sable brush, if ob- 
tainable. 





RICHMOND, VA.— Where can we get a 
library case which is built up in the form of a 
small office with a window opening, through 
which books are delivered ? e case in mind 
is divided into separate spaces.-—-R. E. M. 

There would be so much expense and 
danger of breakage in shipping such a case 
that it will be well for you to consult your | 
furniture dealer, and ascertain the name of | 
some manufacturer near to you who can 
make such a case. My judgment is that it 
will be better to have it made to fit the space 
at your disposal than to buy one already 
made, 


| MEYERSDALE, PA.—I desire a few late sta- 
tistics of the modern growth of the Sunday- 
schools of the world, and more particularly of 
the United States. I would be much pleased 
if you could give me the desired information, 
4 a me where I can secure the same.— 
There are no later statistics than those 
published in the report of the Denver Con- 
vention. The year-books of the various de- 
nominations are more recent, but they do 
| not cover the entire field. New statistics 
will be issued next June in connection with 
the Toronto Convention. 








PITTSBURG, PA.—I take the opportunity to 
ask you if you can refer me to a good system 
of secretary's work in a Sunday-school of about 
three hundred members. Any suggestion that 
you might wi me would be greatly appre- 
ciated.—A. 

I suppose there are literally hundreds of 
secretary’s records for Sunday-school use. 
There is no ‘* best’’ system, for the reason 
that what suits one will not suit another. 
The denominational publishing houses of 
your own city, or any supply house any- 
where, will let you take samples of as many 
as you like for examination. This is the 
best thing for you todo. You can then de- 
termine what you want, 





TOPEKA, KAN.—Does the book on ‘‘ Open- 
of Exercises *’ you referred to in a recent issue 
. Times contain also closing exercises ?— 
sees but notsomany. Nor are they nearly 
so lon The closing exercises in this book 
consist of short responsive reading of two or 
three verses, and some appropriate words set 
to a familiar tune. For instance, I give a 
sample. The following is the closing exer- 
cise number one in the booklet referred to: 
Superintendent; The Lord shall preserve 
thee from all evil ; he shall preserve thy soul. 
Pastor: The Lord shall preserve thy going 
out and thy coming in from this time forth | 
and even for ever more. 


Then is sung the following to the common | 
meter tune ‘‘ Avon ’’: 


The time for parting now has come, 
We leave these scenes so en 3 
May peace go with you to each home, 

And all the week be bright. Amen! 


This is followed by the benediction. 





CROTHERSVILLE, IND.—What do you think 
of banners in the Sunday-school work? Say 
one for the class that brings the most Bibles, 
one for the largest class, one for the class offer- 
ing the most pennies, one for the class readi 
the most chapters? Where can I geta book 
on teachers’ organization? I have trouble get- 
ting a teachers’ meeting to discuss the lesson 
aad help take charge of the Sunday-school | 
work in general. ease p? your opinion 
along lines suggested.—A. 


I would not use too many ponents One 
banner at a time is enough ; press along one 
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line of activity at atime. You can change 
occasionally, giving prominence one quarter | 
| of one year to attendance, another to contri- 
| bution, etc. It is a little risky, however, to | 
| recognize contributions in this way, because | 
| it is almost impossible to be fair, especially | 
if you take account of the amount of the in- 
dividual offering. The best book I know of 
on the teachers’ meeting is Dr. Trumbull’s 
‘Teachers’ Meetings — Their Necessities 
and Methods.’’ The best way I know of to 
get teachers to discuss the lesson in the 
teachers’ meeting i what is called the 
“Angle Me Sunday School 














Times will send circclar on request. 
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Polishes quickest, with most brilliant black lustre. Makes old 


stoves look like new. Nothing soeasy. Large package. 
MADE BY PROPRIETORS OF RISING SUN STOVE POLISH, 











Where to Get Church or 
Sunday-School Supplies 


It’s worth a EF reat deal to any church or Sunday-school to know where supplies may 
be purchased. ere is a list of prominent dealers, any or all of whom woul a be giad to 
correspond with our readers about supplies required in church, school, and class. When 
you need anything of the sort, this Directory is the surest guide It —— once a 
month. One advertiser or another, among these, is almost correla to have for sale 
whatever supplies are desired in any church or Sunday-school. 








A.B. & E. L. Shaw Co. 


largest makers of 


Pulpit Furniture, 
Lodge Furniture, 


IN EXCELSIS FOR 
SCHOOL AND CHAPEL 


The best Sunday-school Hymnal. Carefully 
selected and classified hymns, high quality of 
music adapted to the hymns and capable of 





being sung by all children; careful exclusion Sh St re Sett 
of doggerel in try and jingle i in music, i. : oe ore ees 
Toe Canty unica Bae Ne OG — 81 Causeway 'st , Boston 











Send for new catalogs. 
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OXFO 


By Prof. H 


RD MAPS 
OSBORN, LL.D. 
These maps cover all Biblical 


Worth of ori 
ENTERT 


etc., may be 


oy Socials Deis, 
INMENTS 


ina ar : 


$10 


subscrip tion to at Hints’’ 
Palestine Geography, and are accepted § Send 25 cents for ‘ Pai rs, Fetes, bad Festivals," 
Western Asia euterky, contaiqivg all ve and 35 cents oe ee Makin mss and y 
cent discoveries emap o nove s and decora Ss, an rinrik r 
Egypt and Sinai sueesting is essential we the FAIR a," = of — tion. 
coming lessons. S$ terms an is cithes 
St. Paul’s to -Sabbath-schools for these ~ ye recitation: S. an querer vsit all publis ers. 
Travels maps; also for the four maps Hiascrhted talogue Write us your 


as a set. 


OXFORD MAP PUBLISHERS, Oxford, Ohio. 


tt free. 


THE AMERICAN STANDARD 


Revised 


aot past trans- 
lation of me. Holy Ser Scriptures 
ever bublishs } A. i English 
tongue.’ 



























Besides fe oxen Ht the 
American Standard Revised 
Bible in a large variety of 
sizes and bindings, we also 


publish about 400 styles of Complete Catalogue 
the King James Version. Gens on request. 


Thomas Nelson & Sons, Publishers 
37 East 18th Street, Now York 










pod 80 styles. This is the 
only edition Zothoneed by the 
American Revision Committee, 
and their endorsement is on 
ck of title page. Ask for 
Edition, 35c. to $12. 











A SUPERB CHRISTMAS GIFT! PB ee 
RED-LETTER ART BIBLE 

With complete helps, concordance, and maps, and over sixty scenes from the Holy Land, pease, in beautiful 

colors. the interesting features in this Bible: Al! the ophecies co ng the com- 

ing of Christ in the Old Testament are printed red letters. All aereese of the Old ty which are 


quoted or to in the New Testament are printed in bold faced type references in center col- 
umn to portions of the Old Testament quoted or referred to by our Saviour: are printed in red. references 
to portions of the Old Testament quoted or referred to in the New Testament are marked bya®*. In the New 


Testament the words universally accepted as those of Jesus are printed in red. 
Morocco Binding, Divinity Circuit, with over-lapping edges, round corners, red w 


Fine nder gold edges, 
$2.00. Wits and master. , with one year s subscription to the Union Gospel News, for only 
. 1 tent u ex, 25 cents extra. Address 
PeYUNION i ade eae ni 657 Caxton Building, Cleveland, Ohio. 
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ARE THEY 
ATTENTIVE—ALWAYS? 


NTIL you try The Sunday School Times Lesson Pictures in your 
class, you have not done all that can easily be done to get and to hold 
attention. 

Consider what this fact means: More than HALF A MILLION of 
the pictures have been sold during the past year. 

Will the boy or girl, or hard-to-interest grown-up, give attention better 
with ears when eager eyes are helping ? 

See what a difference the pictures can make in the attentiveness, in 
the learning capacity, of your class. And the maps that go with the pic- 
tures enable yor to set the scholars at work learning Bible geography, 
—a little at a time. 

Everybody wonders how the price can be so low,—TEN CENTS for 
a three months’ set of pictures and maps, the publishers paying the postage. 

How many sets for your class ? 


~ The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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(HRISTIAN HERALT 


ge rs a Year. Not a Dull Line from New Year’s Day to New Year's Eve. Always Full of Bright Pictures 
Published 52 Fimes a Year (Including 15-Color-and-Gold Bea itty Calendar), at $1. 50 per Annum. ‘Louis Klo »sch prietor 


We have the Honor to Announce 


That we have Secured as Special Contributors to our Columns during the Coming 
Year, Among Others, the following Distinguished and Popular Writers: 


We = Hon. Grower Cleveland HE Poe 


Rev. Br. F. DeWitt Talmage | Irving Bacheller | Pastor Charles Waguer 
Gen. Oliver Otis Howard Grtave Thanet Mary Wilkins Freeman 
Rev. F. B. Meyer, BB. Ralph Connor Mary Lowe Bickinson 
Rev. F. C. Jglehart, B.B. Jacob Riis Margaret E. Sangster 
Reu. Silas C. meatiow, BB.| Amelia E. Barr | Bev. ¥ as a. — ae. 


























RR Se >. at + ;~hy Reo yy hes — yon Bev. By, 8. ©, Suetiw. 2. W. G@ansautas,D.D. Dr. Charles M. Sheldon Octave Thanet 
famous Western Preacher Author “Is His Btope,” ete. eam Gay Wie 





To introduce The Christian Herald into Your Family, we will, on Receipt of ONLY $3.00, Send to You this Queen of American 
Weeklies for One Year—52 Times—and Our Exquisite Beauty Calendar, and Bishop Vincent's Beautiful Work, Entitled: 


Family Worship Day by Da 


BISHOP VINCENT’S GREAT WORK contains 480 very large pages. 
It furnishes a Scripture Lesson, a Hymn, and a Prayer for Every Day in the Year. 


@@ 60 Pieces of Music—210 Illustrations “wa 


Also Special Services for such Special Occasions as New Year’s Day, Good Friday, 
Easter, Whitsunday, Independence Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, Days 
of Affliction, and Days of Rejoicing. In addition to all this, it furnishes Memory 
Texts for every day in the year, Special Collects, a series of Bible Biographies, | 
Picture Lessons for children and the Wisdom of Proverbs. 

And Finally, There are Contained in this Book Blank Pages for Records and 
Autographs, that will Make this Volume a Work of Beauty and a Joy Forever. 


15-Color-and-Gold Beauty Calendar FREE | 


This Magnificent Drop-Leaf Beauty Calendar is the Finest Ever Issued. It 

Measures 300 Square Inches, Lithographed in 15 Colors and Gold, with No Advertising 

Matter. The Christian Herald will Refund Your Money if You are not Delighted. 

—_— Remember, please, The Christian Herald Every Week from Date to Jan. 1, 1906; Family Worship Day by Day 
(Substantfally Bound in Cloth, Weighing Over 4 Pounds and Measuring, when open, 10x16 

Inches) Express Charges Prepaid, Together with Our Marvelous Beauty Calendar, ALL FCR ONLY $3 OO 

FOR THE CHRISTIAN HERALD AND CALENDAR —WITHOVT THE BOOK.— SEND ONLY $1.50 


THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, 160-170 Bible House, New York 













WEIGHS 4% POUNDS 
Measures, when open, 10 x 16 In. 








